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STATE OF VERMOi'CF,. 
Pl•mtiff, 

HANSON SAVAGE, Jr., 
Defendant. 

ASSURANCE OF 

STATE OF VERMONT 
F 

WASttlNGTON COUNTY, SS- 

) A 9:S1 ) 

) 
) 

•ISCONTINU•CE 

NOW COMES the State of Vermo.•at, by and through Vermont Attorney General 

William I-I. Sorrell, and hereby accepts from H•mson Savage, Jr. ("Defendant") thi., 

Asgaranee of Discontinuance pttrsuant to 9 V.S_A. § 2459. 

Background 

Defendant is the owner of the properties listed i.n Attachment A (hereinafter "the 

properties"). 

The properties are residential rental properties eon.•tmcted before 1978 mid are 

therefore subject to Vermont's lead law• including the rcquireanent of mmaal essential 

maintenance practices ("EMPs") that are designed to reduce childhood lead poisoning risks. 

18 V.S.A. § § 1751(19), 1759. Lead-basedpaint in housing, tile focus of the Vennol•t lead 

law, is a leading cause of childhood lead poisoning, which can remflt in adverse heaIth 

effects, including decreases in IQ. All paint in pre-1978 housing is presumed to be lcad- 

based utaless a certified inspector hag determined that it is not lead-based. 18 V.S.A. § 

1759(a). 

EMPs include, but are not limited to, installing window well inserts, visually 

•specting properties at least annually for deteriorated paint, restorh•g surfaces to be free of 

deteriorated paint within 30 days a•er such paint has been visually identified or reported to 
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the ow•er, and posting lead paint hazard information in a prominent place. 18 V.S.A. 

§ 1759(a)(2), (4) and (7). The Vermont lead law requires owners of rental housing to file 

annual compliance statements attesting to EMP performance with the Vermont Department 

of I-Iealth and with the owner's insurance carrier: 18 V.S.A § t759(-b), A copy of the 

compliance statement must be given to nil tenants and to new tenants prior to entering is.to a 

lease agreement. 18 V.S.A. § 1759(b)(3) and (4). 

The Vermortt Consumer Fraud Act, 9 V.S.A., Chapter 63, prohibits unfair and 

deceptive acts and practices, including the offering for rent, or the renting of, housing that is 

non-compliant with the lead law, 

A violation of the Vermont lead law may result in a maximu.m civil penatty of 

$10,000.00. 18'V.S.A. § I30Co)(6). Each day that a violation continues is a separate- 

violation. 18 V.S.A. § 130(b)(6). Violations of the Consumer Fraud Act are subject to a 

civil, penalty of up to $10,000.00 per violation. 9 V.S.A. §2458(b)(1), Each day that a 

violation costinues is a separate violation. 

The properties listed in Attacllment A are not currently in compliance with the 

Vermont lead law. Defendant has informed the State of his intention to complete the EMP 

work necessary at the properties but does not expect that the work will be complete until 

August 31, 2009. 

INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

Defendant agree.• to the following: 

1. Defe•dant shall immediately ensure that access to exterior surfaces and 

components of the properties with Iead hazards and areas directly below the 

deter[orated surfaces m:e clearly restricted as described in 18 V.S.A. § 1759(a)(3). 
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2. Not later fl•an Augl•st 31, 2009 all EM:P work, interior and exterior, sl•all be 

completed at the four properties listed in Attachment A. 

3. Defendant will provide the Office of the Attorney General an update of the status 

of the work on the properties by July 31, 2009. The update shall be in writing 

and shall •ndicate if any of the properties have been completed, the status of the 

work at the specific properties, mad whether it is expected that the deadlines for 

EMP compliance will. be met. Defendant shall also confirm that the access 

restrictions described is. paragraph 1 were put isto pIace on the properties. 

CommunicatioI• with the Office of the Attorney General shall be sent to: Robert 

F. McDougall, Assistant Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General, 109 

State Street, Montpelier, Vermont 05609. 

4. All work performed at the properties, whether by Defendant, his employees, or 

by hired contractors and/or painting companies, shallbe perforated using safe 

work practices consistent with 18 V.S.A. § 1760. It shall, be the obligation of 

Defendant to ensure that •y contractors and/or painting compani• it hires to 

pelform EMP work are aware of the provisions of 18 V.S.A. § 1760 and intend 

to use safe work practices at the properties. 

5. Upon completion of the EMPs at the properties, Defendant will file with the 

Vermont Department of Health mid Defendant's insurance emTier(s), 
a 

completed EMP compliance statenaent for each property, and will give a copy to 

an adult in each rented lmit of the •ompliance statement for that ten•mt's 

property. 



06/12/09 FRI 09:•9 FAX 802 828 2154 VT ATl• GEN •006 

Office of the 
ATTORNEY 
GENERAL 

109 State Street 
•X,•ontpdier• VT 

6. Upon completion of EM_Ps at auy of the properties, Defendant shall provide 

proof of completion to the Office of the Attorney General at the address listed in 

paragraph 3. A copy of the EMP compliance statement for the property shall be 

sufficient proof of completion. 

7, If Defendant anticipates not being able to fully comply with the deadlines for 

EMP compl.ianee solely due to delays relating to contractors and/or painting 

companies hired to perform flue F_A/IP work, Defendant may request an extension 

of the deadline from the Attorney General's Office. Such request shall be made 

as soon as the delay is recognized and must include an approximate date by 

which the work shall be complete. 

8. In the event that Defendant wishes by agreement with the O•ce of the Attorney 

General to extend any of the dates above for reasons not relat-hag to delays 

relating to contractors and/or painting companies hired to perform the EMP 

wogk, such request mnst be made by Defend•mt at least 10 days in advance of the 

dates specified in finis Asmrance of Discontinuance, 

9. Defendant shall fully •nd timely comply with the requirements of the Vermont 

Lead Law, 18 V.S.A., Chapter 38, as long as he maintains any ownership interest 

in the properties listed in Attachment A or in any other pre-1978 residential 

housing in which he etu•ently ha• or later acquires an ownership interest or 

provides property m•nag•m•'nt •ervices (unless by property mauagu-m•nt 

contract the Defendant is expIicitly not responsible for EMP. s). 
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PENALTIES 

10. Defendant shall pay civil penalties of $6,000.00. Paymcm shall be due 

Scptemb•20, 2009, and pa•ent m•e to •e "'State of Ve•ont" •d shall be 

•em to: Rob• F. McDoagM1, Assistant Attorney General, O•ce of • ARomey 

•al, 10• State Street, MontpcH,r, V•ont 05609. 

1t. If Defender comp•es •th the req•rem•s of this •s•ce of Discon•u•c• 

• e p•alties pro•d• in para•aph 10 s•H be wMved by •e State of Ve•nont. 

OT•R 

12. •s •s•ce ofDiscont•nc• i• bind•g on Defendmat, however, sale of any 

of•e prop• may not o• •ess •1 obligations set fo• herein have be• 

compl•t• or •s •s•ce of DJ.seonti,m•ce is •ended in •t•g to 

to •e buyer or other transf•ee •1 r•Mmng obligations. 

13. T•ansfez of o•ers•p of •y of the prope•es shall be eo•istent.• Ve•ont 

law, •cludMg the pm•isio• of 18 V,S.A. • 1767, spee•cMly r•lafing to •e 

•=sfer of owners•p oft•get hous•.g, 

a. •s •s•m•ce of Discontinu•ee shaft not affect m•ke•ility of title, 

15. Should Defehd•t •ly •fer or sell his o•er•p •terest in •y of•e 

prope•es •ler complet•g all obI.igafions set fo• herein, his obligatio• •th 

re•p•t to •at p•icul• prop• •der •s •su•Ice of •scont•u•ce are 

•a•shed, How•v•, noting • •s Asz•o of Discontinuance • •y way 

•eets •e obfig•fions of fut•e own•s of any of •e properfles •d• V•nont 

law, including •der the Ve•ont lead law. 
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16. Notl•lg ia this Assuraace of Discontinuance in any way -affects Defendant'a 

other oblisations u•lder state, local, or f•teral law. 

17. Any future failm'e by Defeadant to oomply with the Vem.•0nt lead law at any of 

the propel'ties referesmed in this Assurance of Discontinuance or violations o[ the 

tvrm• of this Assurance of Discontinuance shall be subject to additional penalties 

of no less titan $10,000.00 per. violation per day for each day the v•olation exists. 

Signature 

By sign•g below, Defendant acknowlcdg•s •md agrees that the £act• contained in the 

section gatitled "Background •re true and vohmtarily agcees to and submil$ to the terms of 

this Assurance of Discon•uaricc. 

DATED at 

•f/_•_•--- ,•/•ont this 
/•-•/'•: 

ay of Jtme, 2009. 

Acceptance 

In li¢u ofinsffmting m• a¢(io• or proceeding against Dvfvndemt, the Offlca of the 

Attorney Ge_•c[al, pursuant •o 9 V.S,A. § 24•9, accepts this •SSLu-anc• of Discovfin•cc. 

ACCEPTED on behalfof•h¢ S•at• of Vem•ont: 

DATED at Montpeli•, V¢rmont this 
"•-,•-,*•- 

day of Juv.v, 2009. 

By: 

STATE OF VERMONT 

Assistavl Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
109 State Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05609 
802.828.3186 
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ATTACHMENT A 

222 Peck Road, .Chester, Vermont 
1916 Vt. Route 103, Chester, Vermont 
1997 Vt. Route 103, Rocldngham, Vermont 
961 Pleasant Valley Road, Roc.kingham, Vermont 
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