






























































 

 

CRIME SCENE SEARCH TEAM – MEMBER’S REPORT 

 

  

CSST Member: Det. Lieutenant Lance Burnham 

Case Number:  14B201677 

Location: Burton Hill Road, Barton, VT 

 

Narrative: 

I am a full time police officer, employed by the Vermont State Police. I have been assigned to the Bureau 

of Criminal Investigation since May 2007. I am currently the Crime Scene Search Team Commander for 

the Vermont State Police. I have completed the Basic Crime Scene Investigations Course, along with the 

Harvard Associates in Police Sciences Homicide School. I have been trained in Child and Infant Homicide 

Investigations to include Shaken Baby Syndrome Training. I am an instructor in Sudden Unexplained 

Infant Death Investigations as well as Crime Scene Processing. I have received advanced Training in 

Blood Spatter Analysis through Bevel, Gardner, and associates and the Henry Lee Institute. I have also 

completed a certification course through the Force Science Institute regarding Officer Involved 

Shootings. I have been the investigating or assisting Detective on approximately 100 deaths and 

homicides.  

On May 28, 2014, I was the Northern Zone Duty Officer for the Vermont State Police. I received a call 

from the St. Johnsbury Barracks Dispatcher advising Troopers were in an active chase with a vehicle in 

the Town of Barton. While on the phone with dispatch, I heard a dispatcher advise that shots had been 

fired and rescue was requested at the scene. After a short period of time dispatch confirmed that 

Troopers involved in the chase were safe and Troopers had fired their weapons at a lone occupant of 

the chased vehicle. Dispatch confirmed that a male had been shot and was being treated at the scene by 

Troopers and rescue was responding. Sgt Denis Girouard and Trooper Seth Loomis were the reported 

Troopers involved in the shooting.  



I made immediate contact with the State Duty Officer, Major Sheets and updated him on the situation. I 

then immediately responded the St. Johnsbury barracks to assist with the investigation. I arrived at the 

barracks at approximately 0355 hours and attended a briefing regarding the incident.  

At the conclusion of the case briefing I activated the following CSST members to assist in processing the 

scene while I stayed as the Northern Zone Duty Officer.  

- Detective Sgt Ed MEslin 

- Detective Sgt Tara Thomas 

- Det Sgt Aimee Nolan 

- Det Sgt Jeremy Hill 

- Detective Trooper John MacCallum 

At the briefing I learned the following which led to the police chase. I learned that Troopers had 

responded to a reported vehicle off the roadway. As Troopers were investigating this incident, Sgt 

Girouard overheard a reported vehicle theft in the immediate area. Sgt Girouard and Tpr. Loomis 

located the reported stolen which lead to a police chase. At the conclusion of the chase both Sgt 

Girouard and Tpr. Loomis fired their weapons at the operator of the vehicle.  

Once CSST members were activated I assigned Det Sgt Meslin as the team leader for processing the 

scene were the Troopers vehicles and the suspect vehicle were located on Burton Hill Road in the Town 

of Barton. I requested at the conclusion of that scene, team members respond back to the St. Johnsbury 

barracks where they would process the vehicles involved in the chase. I assigned Det Sgt. Jeremy Hill as 

the team leader for processing these vehicles.  

Once the all case briefings were completed and the CSST members started processing the scene and 

responded to Burton Hill Road for any assistance if needed. Sgt Meslin was actively leading the team in 

the processing and I stood by for assistance. Once the scene was processed I followed a tow truck which 

was transporting the police cruisers and the suspect vehicle back to the St Johnsbury Barracks. 

At that time CSST members were preparing to process the vehicles. Det Sgt Hill arrived on scene and 

acted as the Team Leader during this processing. I cleared form the barracks at approximately 1230 

hours. 

See Officer reports for detail regarding scene processing and digital videography and photos.   

This concluded my involvement with the scene. See Investigative report for further details.  

 

Detective Lieutenant Lance Burnham                                                                             

 Vermont State Police                                                                                                   



 

 

CRIME SCENE SEARCH TEAM – MEMBER’S REPORT 

 

  

CSST Member: Detective Sergeant Jeremy Hill 

Case Number: 14B201677 

Location: Barton 

 

Narrative: 

 I was contacted by Lt. Lance Burnham, Crime Scene Search Team Commander, on 5/28/14 at 

approximately 0430 hours and advised of an officer involved shooting that occurred in Barton.  Lt. 

Burnham asked that I respond to the St. Johnsbury barracks and assist with processing the scene.  I 

advised Lt. Burnham I had a prior commitment in the morning but would respond later in the morning.  

Lt. Burnham advised that would be fine. 

 I responded to the state police barracks in St. Johnsbury and met with Lt. Burnham at 

approximately 1045 hours.  Lt. Burnham advised the crime scene search team (CSST) had finished 

processing the scene in Barton and he asked that I assist with processing some of the vehicles involved 

in the incident.  Lt. Burnham advised the vehicles had been towed back to the state police barracks for 

processing.  I was advised written consent had been obtained to search and process the vehicles and a 

safe involved in the incident.   

 

 I assisted with first photographing the van (Vermont registration .  We began processing 

the van at approximately 1140 hours at the St. Johnsbury State Police Barracks.   

 

 At approximately 1223 hours I photographed the safe located in the garage of the state police 

barracks.  I had been advised that the safe had been found inside the van with VT registratio .  redacted

redacted



In addition to photographing the safe I also attempted to “dust” the safe for fingerprints.  I was unable 

to locate any identifiable fingerprints.  I had been provided with the number code combination for the 

safe.  I attempted to open the safe but was not able to. 

 I then assisted with photographing the jeep (VT registration FEF302).  We began processing the 

jeep at approximately 1244 hours. 

 I also photographed the damage that had been done to the two state police cruisers.  I only 

photographed the exterior of the cruiser as no damage had occurred to the interior. 

 It should be noted that the photographs for the Jeep (VT reg FEF302) and the two state police 

cruisers had been done on one photo log while the photographs taken of the van (VT reg and 

the safe had been logged on a separate photo log.  There was one exception to this.  Once we had 

finished processing the vehicles I advised Lt. Kraig LaPorte review the evidence recovered from the jeep 

and the van.  While speaking with Lt. LaPorte he asked that we (CSST) take all keys found in the jeep and 

the van as evidence.  One set of keys found on the front floor of the van were taken as evidence and the 

photo documentation of where the keys were located occurred on the photo log for the Jeep and the 

state police cruisers. 

 This ended my involvement.    

  

 

redacted



 

 

CRIME SCENE SEARCH TEAM – MEMBER’S REPORT 

 

  

CSST Member:  Det. Sgt. Tara Thomas 

Case Number:  14B201677 (Barton Officer Involved Shooting) 

Location: Barton & the St. Johnsbury Barracks  

Narrative: On 5/28/14 I was activated by Det. Lt. Lance Burnham for a Crime Scene Search 

Team detail involving an Officer Involved Shooting which occurred in the Town of Barton.  The 

incident occurred on Burton Hill Road in Barton following a high speed chase.   

I responded to the scene and assisted in processing the scene with Det. Sgt. Ed Meslin, Det. Sgt. 

Aimee Nolan and Det. Tpr. John MacCallum.  My role at the scene was to package all evidence 

retrieved and properly document such on an Evidence Recovered Form.  Once the scene was 

processed and secured, we processed two vehicles at the St. Johnsbury Barracks, a van in which 

the suspect stole earlier in the evening, and the Jeep that was involved in the shooting.  I again 

processed and packaged the evidence retrieved from these searches.  

This concluded my involvement in this matter.   



 

 

CRIME SCENE SEARCH TEAM – MEMBER’S REPORT 

 

CSST Member:  Aimee Nolan  

Case Number:  14B201677 

Location:  Burton Hill Road, Barton, Vermont 

Narrative: 

On Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at approximately 0430 hours I was activated as a member of the Vermont 

State Police Crime Scene Search Team.  I traveled to the scene as directed and arrived at approximately 

0630 hours.    

I met with members of the Vermont State Police Crash Reconstruction Team on scene and assisted with 

marking evidence.  As other members of the CSST arrived, I met with them and assisted with 

videography of the scene, collection of evidence, photography log, and processing vehicles involved in 

the incident.   

This ends my involvement in this investigation. 



 

 

CRIME SCENE SEARCH TEAM – MEMBER’S REPORT 

 

  

CSST Member: Detective Sergeant Edward Meslin 

Case Number: 14B201677 

Location: 2545 Burton Hill Road Barton, Vermont 

Narrative: On May 28, 2014 at approximately 0430hrs I was contacted by Detective Lieutenant Lance 

Burnham regarding an officer involved shooting that had taken place earlier in the night. I was informed 

that 2 troopers shot an individual after a pursuit involving motor vehicles in the town of Barton. 

Lieutenant Burnham requested that I report to Saint Johnsbury barracks. 

 While traveling to Saint Johnsbury barracks Lieutenant Burnham called and requested I go 

straight to the scene and obtain photographs as the weather was cloudy and there was a threat of rain. I 

was advised the incident scene was located at 2545 Burton Hill Road in the town of Barton. 

 I arrived on scene at 0623hrs. I observed the scene to be a dirt/gravel road. The road was closed 

off on either side of the scene. I obtained my camera and began taking photographs, starting from the 

exterior and working my way into the scene. I observed 2 VSP cruisers in the roadway that were 

damaged and a civilian vehicle that was off the roadway that was also damaged and appeared to have 

numerous bullet holes in it. I obtained a number of photographs. 

 By approximately 0700hrs others members of our CSST arrived. Sergeant Nolan was assigned 

video. Sergeant Thomas was assigned to evidence. Trooper MacCallum was assigned photographs and I 

maintained the photo log. Trooper Owen Ballinger was also on scene and had set up their Total Station. 

 After video and general photographs were obtained Trooper Ballinger captured the scene with 

the Total Station. 

 Our team then collected what evidence was identified which consisted of mainly bullet casings. 

Both cruisers were removed by flatbed. The suspect’s vehicle was also removed by flatbed and brought 

to Saint Johnsbury barracks to be processed there. 



 Our team left the scene at 1005hrs. 

 I then traveled to Saint Johnsbury barracks. Sergeant Jeremy Hill arrived at this time and 

oversaw the processing of the 2 vehicles (the suspect’s vehicle and a van from another part of this 

investigation). I burned 2 copies of the photographs I obtained when I first arrived and turned them over 

to the case officer.  

 This ends my involvement.  

 



 

 

CRIME SCENE SEARCH TEAM – MEMBER’S REPORT 

  

CSST Member:  Detective Trooper John MacCallum 

Case Number:  14B201677 

Location:   Burton Hill Road, Barton, VT  

 

Narrative: 

1. On 5/28/14, I was contacted by Detective Lieutenant Lance Burnham and activated as a member 

of the Crime Scene Search Team (CSST) to assist with an officer involved shooting.  

  

2. I responded to the Vermont State Police (VSP) Williston Barracks to get the CSST truck and from 

there, I went to the scene, located on Burton Hill Road in Barton, VT, where I met other CSST 

members.    

 

3. My role at this scene was to take photographs.  The photographic log was maintained by 

Detective Sergeant Edward Meslin.  Upon finishing the Burton Hill Road scene, we went to the 

VSP Saint Johnsbury Barracks.  Once at the barracks, I photographed and processed a van, as 

well as photographed a safe that were associated to the investigation, while Detective Sergeant 

Aimee Nolan maintained the photographic log.  I also assisted in processing the vehicle from the 

Burton Hill Road incident, which had been brought to the barracks.  This concluded my 

involvement with this investigation.         

 

 

Detective Trooper MacCallum 

Date:  6/2/14 

 


































