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Hi Steve,
Please see our attached cover letter and documents in response to your Public Records
request. 
Thank you,
Rose
 
Rosemary M. Kennedy (she pronouns)
Assistant Attorney General
109 State Street
Montpelier, Vermont 05609-1001
 
PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION: This email may contain confidential, privileged, and/or
sensitive law enforcement information.  DO NOT read, copy, or disseminate this communication unless you are
the intended recipient. Unauthorized copying, forwarding, disclosure, or distribution of this email or its contents, or
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email are prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient or
have received this email in error please notify the sender immediately via email or by calling 802.828.6906, and
destroy the email.
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STATE OF VERMONT 


OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


109 STATE STREET 


MONTPELIER, VT 


05609-1001 


 


 
 


September 20, 2024 


 


Mr. Steve Robinson 


Cogency Global 


1025 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Ste. 712 


Washington, DC 20036 


  


Via email: srobinson@cogencyglobal.com 


 


Re: Public Records Request 


 


Dear Steve:  


 


I write in response to your Public Records Act request pursuant to 1 V.S.A §§ 315-320, received 


on August 29, 2024, and discussed and amended via emails exchanged on September 3 and 10, 


2024.  Specifically, that Vermont’s Approved-for -Sale lists would suffice but that you also 


sought information regarding Wind River’s ability to sell brands “American Bison” and 


“Nashville” in Vermont dating back to 2004.  Attached please find 4 pdfs containing a total of 38 


pages of documents that we believe are responsive to your request.  You should have received a 


separate email on September 16, 2024, from Jonathan Goddard that included Vermont’s 


Approved-for-Sale lists from 2009 to the present.  As I mentioned in our email exchange, it 


appears that many documents before 2009 were not stored digitally.  We have attempted to 


search through approximately 30 boxes, but to date, we believe that these attached pdfs are the 


only additional documents that answer your questions.    



http://www.ago.vermont.gov/





Should you believe information has been withheld in error, you may appeal to Deputy Attorney 


General, Robert McDougall.  Such appeal should be in writing and addressed as follows: 


 
Robert McDougall 


Deputy Attorney General  


Office of the Attorney General 


109 State Street 


Montpelier, VT 05609-1001 


 


If I can be of further assistance, please let me know.   


 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


        /s/ Rosemary M. Kennedy 


        Assistant Attorney General 


        EPP Division 
       Office of the Attorney General 


109 State Street 


Montpelier, VT 05609-1001 


 


































































































































































RE: 2476399 FOIA to VT AG

		From

		Steven Robinson

		To

		Kennedy, Rosemary

		Cc

		Metivier, Jacob; Agency

		Recipients

		Rosemary.Kennedy@vermont.gov; Jacob.Metivier@vermont.gov; Agency@cogencyglobal.com



	You don't often get email from srobinson@cogencyglobal.com. Learn why this is important 


	


EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the sender.






Good morning Rose,





 





The directories of approved-for-sale products will suffice to respond to both requests; Request 2 was just intended to ensure we swept broadly enough.  However, we do need records back to 2004, per the request.  We understand that will take time, and appreciate the office’s efforts.





 





I’ve also attached the extension letter for reference.





 





Best,





Steve Robinson
Courts & Agency Client Service Specialist 
D: (518) 213-0865  |  O: (800) 221-0102 Ext: 4750





cogencyglobal.com











 





From: Steven Robinson <srobinson@cogencyglobal.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 2:48 PM
To: Kennedy, Rosemary <Rosemary.Kennedy@vermont.gov>
Cc: Metivier, Jacob <Jacob.Metivier@vermont.gov>; Agency <Agency@cogencyglobal.com>
Subject: RE: 2476399 FOIA to VT AG





 





Thanks Rose – We look forward to receiving the documents!





 





Steve Robinson
Courts & Agency Client Service Specialist 
D: (518) 213-0865  |  O: (800) 221-0102 Ext: 4750





cogencyglobal.com











 





From: Kennedy, Rosemary <Rosemary.Kennedy@vermont.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 2:45 PM
To: Steven Robinson <srobinson@cogencyglobal.com>
Cc: Metivier, Jacob <Jacob.Metivier@vermont.gov>
Subject: RE: 2476399 FOIA to VT AG





 





Thank you, Steve, 





We will send you what we can digitally, soon, and will begin the search for pre-2009 documents. 





Rose 





 





From: Steven Robinson <srobinson@cogencyglobal.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 2:38 PM
To: AGO - Public Records Requests <AGO.PublicRecordsRequests@vermont.gov>; Kennedy, Rosemary <Rosemary.Kennedy@vermont.gov>
Cc: Agency <Agency@cogencyglobal.com>
Subject: RE: 2476399 FOIA to VT AG





 





	You don't often get email from srobinson@cogencyglobal.com. Learn why this is important 





	





EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the sender.





Good afternoon Rosemary,





 





Today you called us about the attached request regarding the below:





 





What else do we want for #2 other than direct for sale directory?





 





For request #1, Digital copies back to 2009 fairly doable, but pre-2009 tough. Do we need pre-2009 items? It would have to be a manual search of hard copies, if so.





 





 





Please see our response below:





 





 





If you can provide the directories, that works. Unfortunately, the pre-2009 timeframes noted in the request are what we need.  So however long that takes, we can wait.





 





 





 





Best,





Steve Robinson
Courts & Agency Client Service Specialist 
D: (518) 213-0865  |  O: (800) 221-0102 Ext: 4750





cogencyglobal.com











 





From: Steven Robinson <srobinson@cogencyglobal.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 9:37 AM
To: ago.publicrecordsrequests@vermont.gov
Cc: Agency <Agency@cogencyglobal.com>
Subject: 2476399 FOIA to VT AG





 





Good morning,





 





Please find attached our FOIA request. We look forward to receiving an acknowledgement for this request.





 





Best,





Steve Robinson
Courts & Agency Client Service Specialist 
D: (518) 213-0865  |  O: (800) 221-0102 Ext: 4750





cogencyglobal.com











 





 





 





August 29, 2024 





Vermont Attorney General 





109 State St 





Montpelier, VT 05609 





VIA EMAIL: ago.publicrecordsrequests@vermont.gov 





Re: Vermont Freedom of Information Act Request 





Dear Sir or Madam: 












Pursuant to the Vermont Public Records Law, §315 et seq., COGENCY GLOBAL INC, hereby requests the following: 





1. Please provide a copy of any and all approved-for-sale tobacco product directories or similar lists or directories of cigarette brands that were permitted for sale in the state from January 1, 2024, to December 31, 2007. 





2. Please provide a copy of any and all documents evidencing that the sale of the cigarette brands “American Bison” or “Nashville” were permitted in the state between January 1, 2004, and December 31, 2007. 





 





COGENCY GLOBAL INC requests that you provide us with accurate copies, or a complete and accurate account of the information requested. This is a commercial request. We agree to pay reasonable search and reproduction costs; however, if these costs exceed $200, we request that you notify us before reproducing the documents. 





We understand that we can expect a response within two business days of your receipt of this letter. We prefer electronic copies of the documents, but if courier or overnight delivery is necessary, please contact us for delivery or pickup information. 





If you have any questions about this request or require further information, please contact us at 800.494.5225 or agency@cogencyglobal.com. 





Thank you for your attention to this matter. 





Sincerely, 





Joana McCall, Assistant Secretary 





On behalf of: 





COGENCY GLOBAL INC. 





agency@cogencyglobal.com 





(800) 494-5225
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STATE OF VERMONT 



OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
109 STATE STREET 
MONTPELIER, VT 



05609-1001 
 



September 3, 2024 
 
Mr. Steven Robinson & 
Ms. Joana McCall 
Cogency Global 
1025 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Ste. 712 
Washington, DC 20036 
  
Via email: srobinson@cogencyglobal.com & agency@cogencyglobal.com 
 
Re: Public Records Request 
 
Dear Ms. McCall:  
 



As discussed in our telephone conversation earlier today, we are in receipt of your request made 



pursuant to Vermont’s Public Records Act, 1 V.S.A §§ 315-320, received on August 29, 2024. Due to the 



volume of potentially responsive materials, we will need to invoke our right to additional time to 



formulate an initial response to your request, including a potential cost estimate.  As such, we will 



respond within 10 business days with that information. However, as discussed in our phone conversation, 



we are looking for clarification on your request.  Specifically, please let us know exactly what you are 



requesting in #2, beyond Vermont’s ‘approved for sale’ lists.  Also, please let us know if Vermont’s 



‘approved for sale’ lists that range from 2009 to the present is sufficient or if you still request years 2007 



and 2008.   



 
Sincerely, 
 
 
      
Rosemary M. Kennedy 
Assistant Attorney General 
Consumer Protection Division 
Vermont Attorney General’s Office 
109 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05609 
(802) 828-6906 
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STATE OF VERMONT 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

109 STATE STREET 

MONTPELIER, VT 

05609-1001 

 

 
 

September 20, 2024 

 

Mr. Steve Robinson 

Cogency Global 

1025 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Ste. 712 

Washington, DC 20036 

  

Via email: srobinson@cogencyglobal.com 

 

Re: Public Records Request 

 

Dear Steve:  

 

I write in response to your Public Records Act request pursuant to 1 V.S.A §§ 315-320, received 

on August 29, 2024, and discussed and amended via emails exchanged on September 3 and 10, 

2024.  Specifically, that Vermont’s Approved-for -Sale lists would suffice but that you also 

sought information regarding Wind River’s ability to sell brands “American Bison” and 

“Nashville” in Vermont dating back to 2004.  Attached please find 4 pdfs containing a total of 38 

pages of documents that we believe are responsive to your request.  You should have received a 

separate email on September 16, 2024, from Jonathan Goddard that included Vermont’s 

Approved-for-Sale lists from 2009 to the present.  As I mentioned in our email exchange, it 

appears that many documents before 2009 were not stored digitally.  We have attempted to 

search through approximately 30 boxes, but to date, we believe that these attached pdfs are the 

only additional documents that answer your questions.    

http://www.ago.vermont.gov/


Should you believe information has been withheld in error, you may appeal to Deputy Attorney 

General, Robert McDougall.  Such appeal should be in writing and addressed as follows: 

 
Robert McDougall 

Deputy Attorney General  

Office of the Attorney General 

109 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 05609-1001 

 

If I can be of further assistance, please let me know.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

        /s/ Rosemary M. Kennedy 

        Assistant Attorney General 

        EPP Division 
       Office of the Attorney General 

109 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 05609-1001 

 














































































