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April 13,2018

Craig A.C. McDermott
diggitnews@gmail.com

Re: Amended Public Records Request — Audrey Groat

Dear Mr. McDermott:

This letter is in response to your request for public records received by the Vermont Attorney
General’s Office on March 30, 2018 related to the Audrey Groat investigation.

Request

~ Your request for public records was summarized in the request to include the following:

1. SEEKING ALL AND ANY AUDIO OR VIDEO FILES ASSOCIATED WITH
WITNESS/SUSPECT INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED BY ANY POLICE OR
AGENT OF THE STATE WITH OR INVOLVING PATRICK JARVIS DOB
03/19/57.

2. PHONE TAPS, LINE RECORDINGS AS WELL IF THEY EXIST.

3. SEEKING ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
POLYGRAPH TEST PERFORMED ON PATRICK JARVIS DOB 03/19/57.

4. ALSO SEEKING ANY NEWS OR MEDIA FOOTAGE THAT WAS SAVED OR
ATTACHED TO THIS CASE THAT MAY HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THIS
CASE/FILES. FOR INSTANCE, A WCAX REPORT ON VHS OR DIGITAL DISK
THAT MAY HAVE BEEN SAVED OR ANY AND ALL MEDIA RELATED
FOOTAGE AND AUDIO FILES.

5. ANY NEWS STORIES IN PRINT, VIDEO OR AUDIO.

Response

The Attorney General’s Office has reviewed the case files in their possession which relate to the
Audrey Groat investigation and respond to your request for public records related to that
investigation as follows:



. SEEKING ALL AND ANY AUDIO OR VIDEO FILES ASSOCIATED WITH

WITNESS/SUSPECT INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED BY ANY POLICE OR
AGENT OF THE STATE WITH OR INVOLVING PATRICK JARVIS DOB
03/19/57. '

Records not produced

The video and audio files in the Audrey Groat case file are in the form of VHS tapes.
They have been reviewed and there are no interviews with Patrick Jarvis or any other
person on those VHS tapes.

. PHONE TAPS, LINE RECORDINGS AS WELL IF THEY EXIST.

Records not produced

There are no phone taps or line recordings in the Audrey Groat case file.

. SEEKING ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
POLYGRAPH TEST PERFORMED ON PATRICK JARVIS DOB 03/19/57.

Records not produced

Materials related to the polygraph examination on Patrick Jarvis are exempt from
disclosure. Pursuantto 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(3), records which “would cause the
custodian to violate duly adopted standards of ethics or conduct for any profession
regulated by the State” are exempt from disclosure. 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(4) provides
that the disclosure of records “which would cause the custodian to violate any
statutory or common law privilege other than the common law deliberative process
privilege as it applies to the General Assembly and the Executive Branch agencies of
the State of Vermont” are also exempt from disclosure.

. ALSO SEEKING ANY NEWS OR MEDIA FOOTAGE THAT WAS SAVED OR

ATTACHED TO THIS CASE THAT MAY HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THIS
CASE/FILES. FOR INSTANCE, A WCAX REPORT ON VHS OR DIGITAL DISK
THAT MAY HAVE BEEN SAVED OR ANY AND ALL MEDIA RELATED
FOOTAGE AND AUDIO FILES.

Records not produced

There are no news or media footages in the Audrey Groat case file. -
. ANY NEWS STORIES IN PRINT, VIDEO OR AUDIO.

, Records produced




As a courtesy, news stories and all related print materials that were made public and
in the Audrey Groat case file are attached.

Right to appeal

To the extent that this letter constitutes a denial of your request, you may apperal to the
Deputy Attorney General. Any appeal should be in writing and addressed to:

Joshua Diamond
Deputy Attorney General

109 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05609

Sincerely,

W/// “"/”‘

Bram Kranich W

Criminal Division Chief

Electronically Transmitted

Attachments
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Search Continues for Missin g Woman

By WILSON RING
The Associated Press .

MONTPELIER — An attorne; ’
trying to win Social Security ben -
efits for the children of a missing |
Northfield woman is asking people
in the area where she is believed tc
have disappeared for help.

Barre lawyer Gary McQuesten
wants anyone in the Middlesex area
who might have seen something
last Aug. 21 that might be related
to the disappearance of Audrey
Groat to contact him,

“There are a number of people
who have information who haven’t
gone to the police and have come
forward since I became involved in
January,” McQuesten said Tues-
day. .

McQuesten- has been seeking in-
formation since Groat’s disappear-
ance and renewed his request in
this month’s edition of the local
Middlesex Occasional newspaper.

The Vermont State Police investi-
gation into Groat’s disappearance is
also continuing, ;

“It is not a closed investigation,”
said Detective Sgt. Gloria Danforth, g

The. police and other investiga-
tors. have used airplanes, dogs,
scuba divers and even psychics try-
ing to locate Groat, but no trace of
her hasbeen found. -

“If she should appear alive we’d

be very happy,” Danforth said, but

Groatis presumed to be dead.
Police have several more major
searches planned for next month,
but Danforth did not want to say
what those plans were until they
were ready to be carried out.
" Groat, 41, was last seen alive
Aug. 21 of last year after she re-
turned from a trip to Burlington
with her boyfriend, Patrick Jarvis
of Barre, ‘
Jarvis has since been convicted
and jailed on a lewd and lascivious
conduct charge, a case that police
developed after beginning their in-
<¢mnmw£ob into Groat’s disappear-
ance, | - o
~_Police have searched the Mid-
dlesex area near the Wrightsville

Reseryoir and where both Jarvis-

and Groat were seen separately the
day she disappeared. :

C.J.s SUDS SOUTH

174 South Main St., Rutland
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arate from that being carried out by
the police. His goal is to win Social
Security benefits for the children,
rather than trying to determine
why Groat disappeared. ;

“I am not acting on behalf of the
police. I am acting on behalf of the
kids,” McQuesten said. “These kids
need to know where their mother
is.”

Groat left six children aged 13 to
21, and McQuesten is trying to win
Social Security survivor benefits for
them. But the federal agency can-
not release any money until they
have proof that Groat is dead.

McQuesten filed claims for
Groat’s children last winter. He
said the initial claim was denied be-
cause there was no proof Groat was
dead. He is appealing that decision.

Without a body or other convinc-
ing proof, the children will not be
eligible to receive the money until
Groat has been missing for seven
years, McQuesten said. ‘

zn@:omﬁo:,m investigation is sep-

The children are living  with
friends and relatives in the North-
field area and one is in Maine. He
said the children’s physical needs
were being met, but emotionally it
was difficult for them. “They neel
closure.”

-
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Home cooking, international style.
From Maine seafood to Milan cuisine, our menu treats your appetite to a'world of dining delights. Feast on chef sp:
like Mussels Marinara, Paella, and Chicken Milanese, and top it off with a tempting dessert baked fresh daily. We alsy
children's dinner menu for the little eaters, ’ ) B
While the cuisine pleases your palate, drink in the spectacular views of the surrounding
* . Join us at Cascades Lodge for breakfast or dinner any day, or just cool off with a re!
drink in our air- conditioned lounge. For reservations, call us at 422-3731
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ree Dessert

~ with each dinner entree ,
- Purchased. (Limit 2 desserts per

The MacKenzies, your hosts.
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Kltchel says the pohcy would be
changed if the state’s. welfare re-
form plan were to pass, and. she‘ 3

rent federal rules




Groat

{Continued from Page‘ One)

' he called the governors “hot line”

clues. The “missing person” posters . |

still hang in the Barre city police
station. Groat’s smiling face stares
.out from the posters, a disturbing
reminder that it’s possible for some-
one'to dlsappear w1th v1rtua11y no
frace,. '
Barre 1awyer Gary McQuesten is
working for free to obtain Social
Security benefits for Groat’s chil-
dren. In order to obtain those ben-
- efits = about $200 per week per
child — McQuesten must persuade
the govemment that Groat is dead.
“The six kids have all had birth-
days that have come and gone. A
grandchild’s been born — all with
no contact from Mom. She was

building her house. She had all the

reason in the world not to leave |

and all the reason in the world to
stay,” he said. ,
So far, the bureaucrats are un-

convinced. Despite 120 pages of evi-
dence and legal argument; his peti- -

tion was rejected once and is now
-being reconsidered by administra-
tors. If that fails, McQuesten will
appeal to an administrative law
Judge, he sa1d , ,

M

anonym usly fAu
need their help

State police aithough frus
by the faﬂure to find her bpdy, say
the case remains a top priority
 “The investigation is v
_open,” said State Police Sgt Glo

Danforth, who has looked for Groat
.. There are no limits

for months.
as to what we will try to do as far
as ﬁndmg that body.”

oo

" This much is publicly known
~about the Groat’s disappearance:
On Saturday, Aug. 21, 1993, Groat,

41, dropped one of her daughters

oﬁ' at a friend’s home in Middlesex.

She'was reported missing the fol-
lowing day after she failed to pick

up her youngest child. Investigators
believe the last time Groat was
seen for certain was on Shady Rill
Road in Middlesex about 2:00 p.m.
on Saturday.

Police have a suspect in the case:
: . g

1 police that he and

" gpent the afternoon and evemng of

Aug. 21 together, shopping in
South Burhngton and later drmk
ing beer in a tent, before he left her
‘at her truck at a Montpeher park-
ing lot around 10 p.m. that night.

But police have not confirmed

much of Jarvis’s account. They
have said Groat probably never
made it back to her truck that
night. L

Investigators beheve Groat in-

tended that Saturday last August :

to confront Jarvis because she
knew he was having sexual rela-
- tions with a young relative of hers.
-Jarvis-had served time in South
Carolina for molesting an 8-year-
old relative: He was charged last
fall with sexual assault of a minor
—= a charge that stemmed from the
investigation into Groat's disap-
pearance, officials said. In Decem-

Fllo Photo

Audrey Groat was last
- seen one year ago today '

ber, Jarvis reached a plea agree-
ment with prosecutors. In exchange
for his cooperation with police on
the Groat case, he pled guilty to a

- extremely dlﬁicult '

~ “At this point, we dont have
enough evidence to charge anyone,”
said Washington County State’s At-

torney Terry Trono.

~ Not that police aren’t looking.
They combed Wrightsville Reser- .
voir last November with underwa-

- ter video cameras and dogs spe-

cially trained to detect cadavers.
Dogs were also used to search a
Junkyard in Middlesex earlier this
summer. Police have also blended

- -science with straight detective

work. They've retained a forensic
anthropologist who specializes in
finding burial sites. They’ve posted -
Groat’s description on a national
missing persons computer system
and they’ve dlstnbut;ed special

the state prison system Danforth

‘said,

The posters ylelded a number of
tlps — but as yet no body, she said.
“We've also got a variety of other

_ things ongoing that I can’t really
disclose until after they get done,”

she said. “We've gotten very cre-
ative with this” ,

But the search now cent;ers as
much c¢n eliminating possible sites
as it does on finding Groat. “I can
tell you where she isn’t;” Danforth

said. : , ,
' DDD .

Prompted by Huard’s discovery of
hair in Marshfield Pond, state po- -
lice will return to the area this
week with divers. For Huard, the
search is long overdue.

. 'He said police took weeks tore-

spond when he found the hair in

June — and only followed up after

to complam After what he said

as a cursory inspection of the
pond, they gave up, Huard said.

T am very confident thereisa
body there. But they (police) don’t
want it be anywhere but Wrights-

‘ Instead of putting it
should be cooperating

‘with me. But we're not getulng that

cooperation,” he said.
~ Danforth and her superiors bris-

tle at the suggestion that they have

ot followed up the tip.
“AlL T can tell you is we investi-

gated and researched it as much as’

we can. I feel we have responded

v Ty appropnately {o his informa-

on, w1th nega 've results sald

But pohce decided to urn “in
order to eliminate that site once
and for all or to confirm” that a
‘body is beneath the water, said Lt.
‘Bill O’Leary of the Mlddlesex state
police barracks. -

“We will try to coordmate havmg
a mem_ber of our dive team and Mr.

- Huard present, so he can specifi-

cally pomt out the locatlons of 51tes ,

o 3
TOthers with ]ess esoteric skllls at
finding people have contacted him

to offer assistance, McQuesten said.

“Ron (Huard) is one of dozens of
people who have volunteered their *
time, equipment and expertise and
who have helped in the search for .
Audrey,” he said.

Danforth said she wants to hear :
of any information McQuesten digs
up — but she doesn’t want free-

lance investigators getting in the

way of police work.
“We don’t mind getting the mfor-

mation. But we think it’s our re-
sponsibility for the quahty of the

investigation that we do,” she sald
“If somebody’s got information;

please refer it to us. We don’t need
four people out there reinventing

_ the wheel and we don’t need four
‘ ,people reinterviewing witnesses.

But, ultimately, the search for
Groat centers '

dren, who have lived apart from
each other since their mother’s dis-
appearance. One daughter lives in
Maine while the rest are staymg in
- Vermont. ' '

Julie La.mbert a North.ﬁeld
woman who took in Groat’s second
youngest child, said although the
children seem to be adapting well
to their new homes, the uncertainty
of their mother’s fate — the lack of
‘closure, Lambert calls it — un-
doubtedly bothers them. = r

Although the kids probably be-
lieve she is dead, “the hardest:
thing is there’s just no end for
them,” she said. '

If thelr mother is found “it
would be a terrible trauma in the
beginning, but maybe they'll feel
they'll be able to go along with
thexr hves ? Lambert sald




tdren neoded help, the state turned
, 1ts back, they say. '

Even ther school ‘hot lunches that
Groat’s chi n were entitled to as

elfare beneﬁts ‘have

xstopped Medicaid coverage had
been cut off with the welfare

checks, but has since been restored

, aecordmg
The ne

“There is. no one who see

really concerned about everythmg,

‘that happens to these kids,” said |

fJuhe Lambert of Northﬁeld who
h her husband, Gary, is carmg ',

;for two of Groat's daughters.

' “That’s been the real y hard,

, there S nobody who steps in When a
* family is devastated like this.”

The soccer coach had a s1mﬂar

~experience.

 “We've con adted very agency,

'that ‘we are aware of)
Dukette who has three of

~ has been.”

~~the chﬂd "

‘month to care for a child, Young

sa1d s

cases, when the chﬂdren have be-
come wards of the state. Lambert
says she has no interest in turmng'
over to the state for

the state’s response,
e;beheves the bureau-

' his own
, chlldren at home. “We didn’t think Wh
“it was gomgfto be as tough as it

mvestxgators beheve Groat is
a hom1c1de: victim, numerous

Lambert whose amlly grew’l,{

rom two chzld ren to four nearly
ovemlght says the issue is not e
tirely financial, and she fears
Groat’s chﬂdren will see i
~way. It is also about needin,

_port services to keep the girls to-
gether in emotxonally troublmg;{ ri

tnnes, she said.
_ State officials say they c
, dlscuss _the Groat

but they agree tha:f

. human services.. :
Because of archaic federal regus
lations, the Department of Social
Welfare cannot provide assistance
_when the caretakers are not related
“to the children by blood or mar-
_iriage, according to Commissioner

“Ib’s an mcredlble act of com-
munity responsszhty and generos-

ity. There’s no question about it,”

Kitchel said of the caretakers ef-

forts. “Our policy really sends the

“wrong message, and I would be the
;ﬁrst to say it.”

~Kitchel says the policy would be
changed if the state’s welfare re-
formeplan were.to pass, and she
 called the current federal ruies' “an
~ absolutely crazy policy.”

_for answers to the
‘tions about what heppene& to their ¢

 is the last person to have seen

Groat alive, ' ,
‘Groat’s children, meanwhile, walt

lingering ques-

mother. ,
“T think everybody has accepted '
the/fact that she probably won't be
coming back,” said Angela Jutras-
of. Brunswxck Maine, the eldest of
the six daughters But even a final |
acknowledgement that their mother
is .dead will be devastatmg, Jutras

er it goes on you have to be able to

~detach yourself somewhat so you
. can get on with your life.”

- William Young, commissioner of ,
Social and Rehabilitation Services,

“They really do need some clo-
sure,” Lambert said. :




JUN 28’94 18:@5AM AP VERMONT.

© AP YERMONT i P.3

Muwdlesex Caengionae

JUNE 1994

Help Find Audrey Groat

On.Aﬁgust 21, 1993 Audrey Groat a resident of Northfield, , '

disappeared. ' Groat, age 41 and the mother of six, was last '
seen in the Shady Rill area of Middlesex. : '

-Gary McQuesten, a Barre altorney, is répr'esenting the

children of Audrey Groat, without fee, in'an effort to obtain .
Social Security Survivor's Benefits. McQuesten believes -

. there may be Middlesex residents who observed activities
that may relate to the disappearance and who have riot
disclosed their suspicions. He is hopeful that additional
evidence may help the children’s case. ‘

The area from Middlesex Village to Shady Rill, the .

Wrightsville Dam, Upper Terrace Street and Davy Road
. may all play a role in the disappearance. Audrey was a

passenger in a beige Ford Escort when last seen.

Anyone with any information whatsoever is encouraged to
contact Attorney McQuesten at 476-4181.

-~

EDITOR'S NOTE

The last time that Audrey was seen for sure was on Sha&y
Rill Road about 2:00 - 2:15 in the afternoon of August 21st.

For the sake of her six daughters, ages 13 to 21, please come
forward if you think you have any information that will help
solve this mystery. You may call the Middlesex State Police
at 229-9191 or call Atty. McQuesten at 476-4181;

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MUCH NEED HELP! -

BERT FRENCH |

"‘We Dig Vermont”

‘Audrey Groat Search Area:

Trartine

. o . -‘m-—/‘, - ;’




REMEMBER: WE WANT YOUR INFORMATION, NOT YOUR NAME

*%%%  GSPECIAL ALERT - VERMONT CORRECTIONAL CENTERS el

MISSING PERSON * MISSING PERSON * MISSING PERSON

Central Vermont Crimestoppers

July 1, 1994

On Saturday, August 21, 1993, AUDREY GROAT of NORTHFIELD, VT failed
to return to her residence. MS. GROAT is a forty one year old
white female, long blonde hair and blue eyes, approximately five
on§ seven inches tall, approximately 120 pounds. MS. GROAT was
las seen wearing black jeans, white sweater and Gitano brand
sneakers.

MS. Groat was reported to have been last seen by her male companion
at her GMC truck at the Montpelier commuter parking lot at
approximately 10:00 PM on August 21, 1993.

MS. GROAT 1is the mother of six children, grandmother b two
grandchildren. It is extremely unusual that she would not have
returned to her residence. It is believed that Ms. Groat is dead.

If you have any information pertaining to the location of MS.
GROAT, please contact:

By Telephone:

CENTRAL VERMONT CRIMESTOPPERS
° COLLECT - (802) 476-9999 - COLLECT
or
1-800-529-9998

Crimestoppers will assign you a number at the time of your initial
call - You will need to use that same number when making additional
telephone calls to Crimestoppers.

By Mail:
RE: Audrey Groat Re: Audrey Groat
12 North Main Street OR R. R. 1, Box 186
Barre, VT 05641 Bethel, VT 05032

Mail going to the&se addresseshould be "signed" with a name (other
than your own) or number which identifies the writer - You will
need to use this same name or number in additional letters to this
address.

Crimestoppers will pay cash rewards for information leading to the
arrest and arraignment of the person(s) responsible for her
disappearance.



Gentral Vermont Grimestoppers

GCRIME OF THE WEEK

ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 21ST, 1993, AUDREY GROAT OF NORTHFIELD,
VERMONT FAILED TO RETURN TO HER RESIDENCE. MS GROAT IS A FORTY
ONE YEAR OLD WHITE FEMALE, LONG BLONDE HAIR AND BLUE EYES,
APPROXIMATELY FIVE FOOT SEVEN INCHES TALL, APPROXIMATELY 120
POUNDS. MS _GROAT WAS LAST SEEN WEARING BLACK JEANS, WHITE SWEATER
AND GITANO SNEAKERS.

MS GROAT WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN LAST SEEN BY HER MALE
COMPANION AT HER GMC TRUCK AT THE MONTPELIER COMMUTER PARKING LOT
AT APPROXIMATELY 10:00 PM ON AUGUST 21ST, 1993.

MS GROAT IS THE MOTHER OF SIX CHILDREN; IT IS EXTREMELY UNUSUAL
THAT SHE WOULD NOT HAVE RETURNED TO HER RESIDENCE.

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE LOCATION OF MS
GROAT CONTACT EITHER VERMONT STATE POLICE AT 229-9191 OR CENTRAL
VERMONT CRIME STOPPERS AT 476~9999 OR 1-800-529-9998. CRIME
STOPPERS WILL PAY CASH REWARDS FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO THE
ARREST AND ARRAIGNMENT OF THE PERSON S) RESPONSIBLE FOR HER
DISAPPEARANCE.

REMEMBER: e a m iormatin, not your name.
{collect calls accepted)
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(MR103-Sept. 1 1993) MIDDLESEX, VT USR--Patrick Jarvis of Barre, Vi, is led out from the stete police barracks in
Middlesex, Vt., on Wednesday, Sept. 1, 1993, Jervis was arrested on a charge of aggravated sexusl assault on 8 juvenile.
Jarvis is also the last person to reportedly have seen Rudrey Groat, 8 Northfield, Vt., woman who has been missing since

Aug. 21, 1993. (AP Photo/toby talbot) CREDIT: AP by TOBY TALBOT(SMB TT)
AP LERFDESK ]

AP LERFDESK




PRESS RELEASE

TROOP E, VERMONT STATE POLICE
REF: Patrick Jarvis Arrested
DATE: September 1, 1993
Patrick Jarvis, age 36, of Highgate Apartments in Barre, was
arrested this afternoon for aggravated sexual assault on a

juvenile. He was arrested without incident.

This arrest resulted from information obtained during the multi-
agency investigation of Audrey Groat’s disappearance.

Mr. Jarvis is reported to be the last individual to be seen with
Audrey Groat on August 21, 1993.

Jarvis’s vehicle is a 2 door, beige, 1986 Ford Escort, bearing
Vermont registration ANK958. He is 5711" tall, 160 Lbs, shoulder
length brown hair, and blue eyes.

Anyone who may have seen him alone, or with Audrey Groat, since 21
ugust 1993, is asked to call State Police at 229-9191.

Sgt. James E. Ross

Public Information Officer
Troop E, Vermont State Police
229-9191



VERMONT STATE POLICE

The Vermont State Police and Northfield Police Department are investigating
the disappearance of Audrey G. Groat, age 41, of Northfield, Vermont.
Information developed to date, September 14, 1993, indicates that foul play
is 1ikely.

Audrey Groat was last seen alive on Saturday, August 21, 1993, in the company
of Patrick L. Jarvis. Jarvis and Groat allegedly went shopping at the
University Mall in South Burlington on Saturday afternoon (August 21, 1993)
and then returned to the Barre/Montpelier area that evening.

Jarvis states that at approximately 10:00 p.m., August 21, 1993, he dropped
Groat off at her vehicle which was parked in the Montpelier commuter parking
lot located just off the Interstate 89 Montpelier exit.

Audrey Groat’s vehicle was recovered at the commuter parking lot.

Jarvis allegedly then travelled back to the Burlington area later that night,
August 21, 1993 early a.m. hours of Sunday (August 22, 1993) attempting to
locate associate Steven B. Chapin who resides in the Shelburne/Burlington
area and works for a Richard Longfellow. Jarvis then allegedly ended up in
Milton, Vermont at a fishing access located a short distance off Exit 17 of
Interstate 89, where he states he build a camp fire and fished until
daybreak, at which time he returned to his residence in Barre, Vermont,
arriving prior to 0700 hours, August 22, 1993, Sunday.

We are requesting assistance from police agencies in Chittenden County and
the Milton Police Department in determining if any of your officers may have
come in contact with Partrick Jarvis, Audrey Groat, Steven Chapin and Randy
Campbell (Jarvis’ roommate) between the hours of 1200 (August 21, 1993) and
1200 (August 22, 1993). Full physical descriptions and vehicle information
is attached.

The information provided is confidential and is for police purposes only.
Thank you for your assistance in advance and any referrals can be made to

Detective Sergeant Gloria Danforth or Detective Sergeant Jeff Cable at the
Middlesex (229-9191) or Bethel (234-9933) State Police offices.



1)

VERMONT STATE POLICE

AUDREY G. GROAT DOB: 06-10-52
WHITE, FEMALE, 5’6" in height, 120 to 130 POUNDS, LONG BLONDE HAIR, BLUE EYES
VEHICLE INFORMATION: 1984 GMC S-15 Pickup truck (King Cab)

Primer grey and red in color
Vermont truck registration ACR101
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2

PATRICK L. JARVIS DOB: 03-19-57

WHITE, MALE, 511" in height, 160 POUNDS, DARK BROWN SHOULDER LENGTH HAIR,
BLUE EYES WITH FULL MUSTACHE

VEHICLE INFORMATION: 1986 FORD Escort, beige in color, Vermont registration ANK958
Mini spare tire in use on right rear at the time
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3

RANDY H. CAMPBELL DOB: 02-26-64

WHITE, MALE, 50" in height, 100 POUNDS
HANDICAPPED: uses wheelchair or crutches

VEHICLE INFORMATION: 1971 CHEV Van, red and white, Vermont truck registration ANE570
with spotlights on both drivers and passenger side, handicap
plates Vehicle has hand controls
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STEVEN B. CHAPIN DOB: 11-27-70
WHITE, MALE, 5’7" in height, 120 POUNDS, BROWN MEDIUM LENGTH HAIR, BLUE EYES

VEHICLE INFORMATION: 1980 SUBARU station wagon, red in color, Vermont registration
AKT889



PRESS RELEASE
TROOP E
VERMONT STATE POLICE

DATE: August 24, 1994
REF: Search for Audrey Groat
State Police divers searched Marshfield Pond today loocking for
evidence in the Audrey Groat case. This was a continuation of
follow—ups concerning several leads that have been received.
Qp evidence was found during the search.

///,5 /52/

S/SGT. James E. RoOSsS

Public Information Officer
Troop E, Vermont State Police
802-229-9191
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| By JOHN DILLON

Sunday Staff Wmter

;fastmg for bass in Marshﬁeld pond, Ron ’~ :

Huard of Barre found more than a ﬁsh ,

week, dredgmg and )

~ mﬁnd the v he is convinced is mired in the .

muck. State police, who searched one area of the o

. pond earher th1s summer will return this week w1th

hair.
Huard’s quixoti

~both public and‘pnvate to’ﬁhd Au

Northfield

. today Althou 4

Huard ysald' ,

, b
 case. But he said he is convinced somethmg atthe
bottom of Marshfield Pond and he wants to do what

he can to ﬁnd out if 1t is the mlssmg Northﬁeld

gedness stems from a desxre tc helpy ,

he said
. She was a,prewous tenant of ,
d to manage the ngh- o
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AUDREY GROAT
CONTINUES

The search for clues to the disappearance of Audrey
Groat continues. She was last seen in the
Shady Rill section of Middlesex.

Gary McQuesten, Attorney

Gary McQuesten, the Barre attorney who represents .
the children of Ms. Groat in a quest for Federal benefits,
says, "I remain convinced that there are residents of

~Middlesex who observed activity on August 21 which may
play a role. I encourage anyone with any information, no
matter how insi gnificant they feel it is, to come forward."

McQuesten conflrmed that last month's artlcle in the
Middlesex Occasional resulted in additional information that
is still being investigated.

Attorney McQuesten can be reached at 476-4181.

EDITOR'S NOTE . . Editor& Publish

T he Iast time that Audrey was seen for sure was on Shady

R111 Road about 2:00 - 2:15 in the afternoon of August 21st ’ | o " MIDDLESE
For the ‘sake of her six daughters ages 13 io 21, please come DEPARTME

forward if you thlnk you have any information that will help

solve this mystery. You may call the Middlesex State Police | AUCTI ON

at 229-9191 or call Atty McQuesten at 476—4181

_ - e By Marty McMahon
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MUCH NEED HELP!’ VP Fundraising

- y S | ~ MIDDLESEX RESIDENTS
_ ' e E - We are kicking off this year'
Letter to the Editor....... | AUCTION to be held Saturc




says, "I remain convmced that there are residents of
~Middlesex who observed activity on August 21 which may -

play a role. I encourage anyone with any information, no -
- matter how insignificant they feel it is, to come forwar :

McQuesten conf; 1rmed that last month's artlcle in the
Middlesex Occasional resulted in additional information that
is still be1ng 1nvest1 gated.

Attorney McQuesten can be reached at 476 4181.

. EDITOR'S NOTE

The Iast tlme that Audrey wa

. Rill Road about 2:00-2:15in the afternoon of August 21st -

For the sake of her six daughters ages 13 to 21, please come
forward if you think you have any information that will help

solve this mystery. You may call the Middlesex State Police
at 229-9191 or call Atty. McQuesten at 476-4181

THANK YOU FOR YOUR! MUCH NEED HELP'

Letter to theEditor.‘...‘,,.'.'
Please help find Audrey
DEAR NEELY," , :

- Thanks for your article in The Occasional reminding
~ everyone that Audrey Groat has not yet been found. You
may know that one of her daughters lives with us now, and
_ has since the day her mom disappeared, and we keep in
close touch with the others. Sometimes it seems that every~

_ one else has forgotten Audrey ever existed, and we feel lost

in a big void. We know the police are doing all they can, and
know they're very busy with other cases as well. The world

 has kept turning and life hasn't stopped for everyone that

doesn't know her.

- We hope fora break someone will remember some-
thing or she will be found. I wish we could hope she was
still alive, but knowing Audrey, we know it's not poss1ble
 We hope to find her and maybe even something that con-

~ nects whoever did this with enough evidence to convict.
‘We appreciate you bringing the subject up and keep- -

ing it fresh in people's minds. 1t'l be a year in August.
That's a long time for these girls to be left hanging.
Thanks.
COOKIE HOLMES
Shady Rill

Editor & Pubhsh

‘ ’r',,,',',CMIDDLESE
 DEPARTME

AUCTION
By Mar’ty McMahon
VP, Fundraising

- MIDDLESEX RESIDENTS

We are kicking off this year’
AUCTION to be held Saturc
9:00am.

How can you help? We nee:
vices. If your spring cleanir

-no longer have a use for, wh
tion? If you have a business

auction it off and use the cas
ment '
~ You can drop off iter

Tuesday and Thursd‘
Station,

During our regular 1t
the Ist and 3rd Tuesc

‘Sunday mornings frc
Rumney Station on &

If your donated item is too I
hand getting it to us, call Ch
make arrangements. '

Our goal is to raise $10,000
tanker truck and get it back |
a direct donation to the depa

_ ate your generosity!

Services Include:
Comprehensive Inpatient Care

\/ Outpatient/Ambulatory Services
Dedicated Mammography Center -

Central Vermont Medical Center - Box |

Physician Prac
Same-Day Sug
Health Promoti
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“Audrey Groat

By DIANE DERBY
Vermont Press Bureau . -
MONTPELIER — Friénds say
Audrey Groat did her best as a sin-
gle:mother to support her six
daughters. She built: her:own home

- — albeit a basic:one - deep in the
. woods of Northfield. She sometimes

worked two jobs to pay the bills,
When her: car wasn’t running, she
rode a bicycle.

The hardships toughened her.

 According to those who knew the

41l-year-old Groat, she was a
strong-willéd woman who:could
hold up her end of a battle. But try
as:she did to support her family,
Groat turned to the.welfare system
for:help.: -

Da.ys after Groat’s dlsappearance

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 3, 1993

in late August, the semi-monthly
welfare check came in the mail.
One of her daughters held onto the
check, waiting for her mother to re-
turn home and bank it, =
Audrey Groat never returned,
and that was the last welfare pay-
ment that ever arrived. Shortly

after Groat was reported missing, -

the “Aid to Needy Families with

“Children” was terminated when it
“wag needed the -most, according to -

those close to the case.

Groat’s two oldest daughters,
aged 19 and 21, live on their own,
but the youngest four girls —=-all
under 18— have since relied. on
the generosxty of others.

From the outside, the case ap-
pears. to be the quintessential ex-

ample of a small Vermont town

pulling together in times of hard:
ship: A school soccer coach and hig
family took in Groat’s youngest
daughter; who turned 12 a week
after her mother disappeared;
Groat's car mechanic and his fam:
ily assumed care for two other

girls. A fourth daughter was living .
‘with a family in Middlesex, al-

though 'she recently decided to
move to her estranged father’s
home in New York. ~

But the surrogate families, who
have been appointed as guardians
by the court, say they quickly
learned that “the system” is flawed.
‘When the mother disappeared, the
funds to support her children im-

(See Chlldren, Page 8)

Judge Hastens Jarvis Assault Trlal !

By DIANE DERBY - :

- Vermont Press Bureau \ i

MONTPELIER — Cltmg a defendant’s right to a speedy trial, a dlS— A
trict court judge has set a Dec. 14 trial date for the sexual assault
charges pending against Patrick Jarvis, but the prosecutor 1s askmg

“the state Supreme Court to reverse that deuswn

Related Article, Page 8

Washmgton County State’s Attorney Terry Trono ﬁled his appeal
with the state’s high court on Thursday, saying the trial court erred
not granting his request for a one-month contmuance while DNA tests
are completed. o

Jarv1s, a 36-year-old Barre re51dent who is cha1 ged thh four coun

: ‘ (See Trial, Page 8) ~




- Clues

 Times Argus Stafr
. NORTHFIELD - Police are ¢on-
tinuing to hunt down leads in the
disappearance of 41-year«wld Aw.
drey Gail Groat of Northfield, who
hasabee;n.;missing since last Satur.
day, . ‘
A three-hour search Friday
morning of a wooded area near a
Montpelier commuter parking [ot
where the Northfield woman was
last seen failed to turn up any new
Information, Northfield Police Chief
Michael O’'Neijl] said Friday

eill, who is heading the

, saxd that he has assigned

several officers to track down each

0 izhd many leads they have re.
Ve

had a constant barrage

calls,” O’Neill said, “We're

Groat

checking out each eall and it’s ex-
tremely time-consuming.”

O'Neill said that he hasn’t been
able to substantiate any of the
leads yet and is stil] considering
Uroat, who is a mother of six, g
“missing person.”

Disapp

“At this point in time we have np

idea where she went,” he said

Groat’s family and friends have

posted hundreds of fliers around
the state showing her picture with
the word Missing” at the top. Ac
quaintances have said that she is
not the type of Dberson to leave
without giving notice. .

She was reportedly last seen at
10 p.m. last Saturday when she
was dropped off by a friend at the
commuter parking lot near the

Montpelier exit of Interstate 89, on

(See Police, Pagoe 8)

_ ing

Aucixwair ail Groai,' of
Northfield, has been miss.
' ow for a week,

(Continued from Page One)
the Montpelier Junction road.
She was to have driven her red

-and silver Chevrolet S-10 pick-up

home after a day of shopping in
Burlington. Police do not believe
she ever got into her truck. ,

A babysitter reported Groat miss-
ing on Sunday but her disappear-
ance was not made public until
Wednesday while police contacted
family members and determined
that she was in fact missing,

IO AVAINLYS

INOWHIA ‘UATTIALNON-HHIVE







search for
missing woman

The Associated Press

MONTPELIER — Three po-
lice departments are searching for
a Northfield woman who was last
seen in a deserted Montpelier
patking lot Saturday night.

After a shopping trip to the
Burlington area, Audrey Gail
Groat, 41, of Northfield was
dropped off by a friend in a
commuter parking lot near Inter-
state 89 at about 10 p.m., North-
field Police Chief Michael
O’Neill said. Her pickup was later
found in the parking lot.

She was reported missing
Sunday by a baby-sitter.

O’Neill stopped short of call-
ing Groat’s disappearance an ab-
duction, but he said it would be
uncharacteristic for the mother of
six to leave without word. Groat’s
children range in age from 12 to
20.

“We're treating it as a mys-
terious disappearance,’’ said
O’Neill, who declined to provide
specifics about the investigation,
“Anybody who just vanishes with
no note, no reason, no trace —
it’s mysterious.”

O’Neill would not say wheth-
er he suspected foul play.

O’Neill said police are follow-
ing up several leads in the case,
but he would not provide details.

Police from Northfield and
Montpelier and the state police
are investigating.

Police described Groat as be-
ing 5 feet, 6 inches tall, about 120
pounds, with long, blond hair and
blue eyes.
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Albright said that by remov- and to undertake huge recons-
ing the sanctions, “We have truction and building projects.

| MISSING:

[OBY TALBOT, The Associated Press -

measurement Frlday
use in Montpeher. The ,
xted as part of a ma]or, .

Woman vanishes
without a trace

Contmued from Page 1A

~ 25 police officers, investigators and vol-

untéers scoured the woods around the
parking lot for three hours, but found
nothing, O’Neill said. ©

After Cote learned her mother ‘was

_,mlssmg Monday, she said she talked to
her mother’s friend, whom she 1dent1ﬁed

as Patrick Jarvis.
- “Pat told me that he dropped my

,mother offata quarter after 10 Saturday
 and that she was going to call somebody”
for a ride, Cote said.

Jarvis’ whereabouts were not. known
Friday night. O’Neill said he had “heard

that (version) before but would not say

from whom.

“We have no suspects,” O’Ne111 sard
“The problem is we don’t have a suspect
beécause we don’t have a crime. All we
have is a missing person. And were

',trymg o ﬁnd out where that person

state police 1nvest1gators have
pair of Northfield ofﬁcers on

 the case, Sleeper said.

- *We wouldn’t be put"yng this many

_investigators into the investigation if we

weren’t concerned there was the poten-. i

- tial for some type of criminal activity,”

Sleeper said. “We’ve ‘learned over the

- years that it’s imperative that you do an
extensive amount of background when

someone turns up missing so you're not

| at square one should the worse-case
- scenario develop

~ Cote said her mother and father.
James “Butch” Cote, divorced 13 years
ago. For four years, Cote said, she lived

_with several foster families and in two

o,up_homes because of her drmkrng and

‘Around town and in the countryside

- where four of the six girls live with their

‘mother in an unfinished home on a

‘quarter-acre plot, neighbors. and resi-

‘dents share concern about the woman
and her children. - : :
“I know what a lot of these kinds of

~cases can work out to be,” said neighbor

Grace-Ardelle Shwab; a 72-year-old re-

tired Massachusetts police secretary.

Downtown, the casé has ‘caused a

“buzz of gossip and drscus51on about the
‘missing mother. '

“The majority of people I talk to ...

-are ¢oncerned for her well-being and the

kids,” said Belinda Thayer, 36, the night-
time operator of the Common Cafe. '
Meanwhile; Cote is trying to step in
and tend to the -needs of her sisters,.
Lorena, 17; Amanda, 15; Corena, 14;
and Jamesina, 12. An older sister, Angela
Jutras, lives-in-Maine; Cote said. The
girls: are staying with family members
and friends, she said.
I found out. about this (drsappear-
ence) Monday,. and it was  just like

10,000 pounds on my shoulders,” Cote
5 said. “It’s called growing up real fast.”
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By DIANE DERBY
Vermont Press Bureau
ening news televised the %ory did
Angela Jutras learn that her missing nother's boy-
friend, Patrick 1. Jarvis ot Barre, had b(.en arvested
on Sept. 1.
Jutras, who lives in Brunswick, Maine, was told of

the arrest by a cousin who saw the hewscast and

telephoned her from Vermont.
Jutras is the oldest daughter of 41-year-01d Audrey
Groat of Northfield, who has been missing since Aug,

21, Police arrested Jarvis on a sexual assault charge

that they say grew out of their investigation into
Groat's disappearance. :
For Jutras, the past three weeks have been spent

trymg to learn whatever details she can about her

missing mother while trying to keep tabs on her five
younger sisters, who range in dge from 12 to 18,

But the 21-year-old Jutras said police have done
little to keep her and other family members in-
formed. According to Jutras, she has not had a con-
versation with Northfield police chief, Michael O'N-
eill, since her mother vanished, and a Sept. 1/ phone
call to the state police barracks in Middlesex has not
yet been returned.

. “They have not informed us of anything whatso-
ever, Everything we know we know from the news-
papers and television,” said Jutras, who is expecting

anything whaisoever. Everything we

know we know from the newspapers

_ and television. I would think the po-

lice would let us know what’s going

on before ihey let others know.”
~ — Angela Juiras,
Audrey Groat’s dzzzughter

her second chﬂd any day. ‘I would thmk the police
would let us know what's going on befoxe they let

others know.”

Her 67-year-old grandmother - Groat’s mother -
drove from Connecticut to Vermont because she was
so frustrated by the lack of information she had re-
ceived from police, according to Jutras.

On Thursday, Jutras will travel to Vermont for a
probate court hearing on the guardianship of her
four sisters who are juveniles, Since their mother’s
disappearance, the girls have been sepaxated staying
with families or friends in Northfield and in Water-

. bury.

(Continued from Page One)

olice the two were shopping that

V.

Asked whether police were wait-
¢ and hoping that Jarvis might
pply more information, Ross re-
lied, “He might, Or she might

irn up. Who knows what could
appen? But certainly, something
as to happen before we can do
uch more.”

Ross said he did not know why
ere apparently had been so little

communication between state police

and Groat’s family members,

“It would be the investigators
who would do that” Ross said 41
guess I can't really answer that.”

Jarvis' car, a beige Ford Escort,
has been impounded and is now at
the Middlesex barracks. District
court records indicate that no
search warrants have been ex-
ecuted for Jarvis' car or for his
Barre apartment,

Ross, however, said he believed

police had searched Jarvis' apart-
ment following his arrest. The
search, which was based on the
sexual assault investigation, turned
up no evidence related to Groat's
disappearance, Ross said,

With no evidence of foul play in
Groat's disappearance, Ross said
police had no grounds fo obtain a
search warrant for Jarvis car.

“You still need evidence of prob-
able cause,” Ross said. “You can’t
just get a warrant on a whim.”

i

Friends of Groat's say they are |
vrried that with Jarvis jailed on

{e sexual assault charge, the ef- |

fts to determine what happened
t Groat wﬂl wane. Hundreds of |
‘tissing” posters bearing Groat's |
noto have been circulated |
troughout the state. |

_‘We're afraid people will forget,”

sid one Northfield resident.
‘hey’'ll forget about her when it’s
t longer in the newspapem or on |
tevision.” '




Northfield police headed the investigation when
roal was reported missing on Aug. 22, one day
ter she failed to pick up her younge. d

Poin babvsxtter s home. On Aug. &

ook over the case

Jarvis, 36, remains Jalleci in St. Johnsbury for lack
f $25,000 cash bail. Police arrested him on Sept. 1
n a charge of aggravated sexual assault on a juve-

le. The victim, police said, was related to Audrey
roat,

As he argued for high bail during Jarvig' Sept. 2
rraignment, Washington County State’s Attorney
erry Trono suggested that Jarvis was a suspect in
hat he chavacterized as a homicide mvest1gatmn re-
ated to Groat's disappearance.

Jarvis has a criminal history that dates back 20
ears, according to court records. In 1990, he was
onvicted of engaging in oral sex with an 8-year-old
irl in South Caroling, and served time for violating
g probation on that conviction. He returned to Ver-
nont a year apo.,

Jutras said she believes her mother, who met
arvis when the two worked together in Montpelier,
criew of his conviction in South Carolina.

Police affidavits would back her belief. According

affidavits, Groat had cautioned her children '

g alone with Jarvis, and told her daugh-
when they visited Jarvis, they shoul_d al-

ways go in pairs.
: sked why they should Lak'

a&l&dvxt said,

Jutras said she believes that the la
sault charpe against Jarvis is related to hov
disappearance.

“My mother’s mother and I strongly fesnl
foul play as far as her boyitiend is conc
dJutras, who said she spoke with her mother Iy

every weekend

Police searched areas in Montpelier, Middles
Milton in the two weeks after Groat diss
found no trace of the missing woman
suggest that any trail has gone cold,

“We have no leads to follow, and we ks
any for quite some time,” Sgt. James .
Middlesex barracks said on Monday afternoon,
don’t expect much more to be done.”

Police believe Jarvis was the last pe
Groat. He has reportedly told police that th
went on a shopping trip to the Burlington avea
Aug. 21, and that he last saw her when he loft b
at her truck in a commuter pafkmg lot in M
lier. Her truck was later recovered at the lot

Dolice, however, say they have no confir:
ings at the locations where Jarvis has re

(See Daughter, Page B)

Police now
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. (Ccntmueé from Page One)
he left Her at her pmk-np truck ina
commuter parking lot in Montpe-
lier,

“We still haven't the slightest
idea where she is,” Ross said today.

A state police boat was expected
to return to Milton today to con-

tinue searching for Groat near the
Lamoille River fishing access.
Jarvis has reportedly told investi-
gators he went fishing at the access
on the day of Groat's dxsappear«
ance,

Investigators had kept a watchful
eye on Jarvis for several days be-
fore arresting him on the Barre-
Montpelier Road in Berlin Wednes-
day afternoon. Police said the 36-
vear-old Jarvis, resident of the
Highgate Apartments, dld not re-
sist arrest.

' He was employed as a pmductmn
worker at Community Products in
Montpelier, makers of Rain Forest
Crunch candy, for about a year. Po-
hee said he was traveling between
his home and work when the arrest
was made. He was held overnight

h Bur lington.
_ With Jarvis in custody, police
'ho to obtain search warrants for

home and his car, a beige Tord

that was impounded by po-

e after his arrest.
ccording to district court
rds, Jarvis pleaded gui]ty in
to a charge of criminal sexual
uct with a minor when he
in Greenville, S5.C. He was
given a five-year suspended sen-
tence, but records indicate he was
sentenced in 1991 to serve 30
months in jail for violating proba-

tion. Just how long Jarv:s spent in

jail was unclear,

South Carolina records mdlcate

Jarvis was divorced from his wife
in February 1993,

Jarvis has a criminal record in

Vermont that dates to 1973. Those
charges include possession of bur-

glary tools, trespassing, reckless en- |

dangerment and violation of proba-
tion, court records indicate,

In January 1993 he was arrested
for simple assault after a bar fight

‘at Charlie Qs in Montpelier, Ac-

cording to court records, he as-
saulted another bar patron whom
he accused of having “unwanted
sexual contact” with his unidenti-
fied girlfriend. He pleaded guilty in

April and was fined $200.

Friends of Groat said they be-
lieve she had no knowledge of
darvig’ criminal history in South
Carolina.

“She thought he was wonderful,”
said one friend of the missing
woman, Friends say Groat knew
Jarvis for about a year. Court
records indicate that he moved to
the Montpelier area from South
Carolina around September 1992,

Groat’s six children range in age
from 12 to 21, with the youngest
four girls shalmg her Northfield
home, Friends say Groat had put
back-to-school clethes on layaway
at the Ames Department Store in
Berlin about a week befoxe she dis-
appeared,

Friends of Groat are making ar-
rangements to take the children,
who are staying at various loca-
tions. The children are scheduled to
start school next week.







hope festival yields
leads on missing woman

By Mike Donoghue
Free Press Staff Writer

NORTHFIELD — Two
weeks ago today Audrey Gail
Groat, a North- _ L

field mother of
six girls,

dropped out of

sight, and po-

lice say they

hope an old-

time fall festi-

val will help 8

develop new [

leads. . T
‘A crowd of Audrey Groat
more than 10,000 is expected to
attend the annual four-day Labor

Day weekend celebration in

Northfield. .

Police Chief Mike O’Neill
said officers mingling with visi-
tors to previous festivals ‘have

received information on unsolved

crimes. O’Neill says he hopes

_ people are able to provide infor-

mation on the disappearance of

. Groat.

He said the police department
. with three full-time officers
and a handful of part-timers —
has been working overtime the

_ past two weeks trying to trace

Groat’s whereabouts.
O'Neill said officers will in-

vestigate Groat’s disappearance

and maintain a presence at the
festival, which began Friday night
and runs through Monday af-
ternoon. -
Groat’s boyfriend from Barre

has said he last saw her alive at

10 pm, Aug. 2l in Montpelier.
Patrick L. Jarvis says he dropped
Groat off by her small pickup
truck in the commuter parking
lot on the Junction Road near the
Exit 8 of Interstate 89. '
Jarvis, 36, of Highgate Apart-
ments, was arrested Wednesday

on a charge of aggravated sexual
assault on a child, who officials
say was related to Groat. Officials
say that while investigating
Groat’s disappearance, they un-
covered the aggravated sexual as-
sault, which occurred last month
in Barre.

Without Jarvis' statements,

the last time Groat was seen was

at about 2 p.m. Aug. 21 when
leaving a baby sitter’s home in
Middlesex. She and Jarvis were
headed to Burlington for a shop-

_ping trip.

Jarvis was next seen at his
Barre residence at about 10 15
that night. He told police that he
returned to Chittenden County to
go fishing on the Lamoille River,
where it enters Lake Champlain
in Milton. ’
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| ARREST: Friend held in sex case

ALDEN PELLETT, for the Free Press
Patrick Jarvis, 36, of Barre, who
is believed to be the last person
to see Audrey Gail Groat of

- Northfield, is arrested Wednes-
day in an unrelated sex case
involving a child. '

Continued from Page 1B
but the information provided by
Jarvis. z

“We have nothing other than
his statement,”’ Ross said. “We
are very much interested in where
he has been and what he has
done since the 21st of August,”
Ross said.

Relatives and friends of
Groat say it is uncharacteristic of

her to disappear without leaving

word of her whereabouts.

Groat is described as 5 feet, 6
inches, 120 pounds, with long,
blond hair and blue eyes. Groat
lives with four of her six daugh-
ters in an unfinished Northfield
home that she was working on.

State police boats checked the
Lamoille River area Wednesday
for clues, and auxiliary troopers
are expected to return to the area
today. ‘ '

Police were called when
Groat failed to pick up her 12-
year-old daughter Aug. 22, the
day after the alleged shopping

“We have nothing
other than his
statement.”’

James Ross, state police sergeant

trip.

Groat’s pickup was found in
the parking lot that night by
Montpelier police. There was no
sign of Groat or any struggle, Her
truck was locked. Northfield po-
lice impounded her truck three
days later.

State, Northfield and Montpe- =
lier police were joined by the
Washington County Sheriff’s De-
partment to comb the area for
clues, but they had no luck. "
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