
Appendix 1  



i!)'!B:~n La.-· O(fic£1 
26 '1ibt c:;Lf-{I.~,, ~bd 

'1 t:,,oc,.>ki, C'"U,m,,nt 

STATE OF \'ER!\ I ,T 
COUl\T Y OF CH ITTENDEI\, SS. 

ROGER C. BAR.BER 

\ ' 

THE RO\!.-\ '\J C.~ THOLlC 01 OCESE 
OF Bl!Rll~GTO~, \'ER,\ 110\:T. INC. , 
\'ERl\10~T CATHOLJC CHARIT IES. INC., 
ST JOSEPH ' S ORPHA:\ ASYLUl\'1. l~C. , 
and/or ITS SUCCESSORS or ASSIGt\S lN 
INTEREST, and SISTERS OF CHARITY OF 
PRO\'lDENCE , a/l.Ja SISTERS OF 
PROVIDENCE 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Chittenden Superior Court 

Docket No S0784-96CnC 

AFFIDA \ 'IT OF REV . JAY C. HASKIN 

NO\\' COi\'IES the afliant, Re, ·. Jay C. Haskin , ha,·ing been duly sworn and hereby 

deposes and says as follo,Ys: 

1. 1 am present ly Pastor of Our Lady of Grace, a Roman Catholic Church located in 

Colchester , \'ermont. l have been an ordained Roman Catholic Priest for the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Burlington. \'ermont since December 21. 1967. 

l have previously served as Vicar for Administration for the Diocese from 1983 through 

June, 1998 and as Chancellor for the Diocese from 199 1 through June, 1998. 

') As Chancellor. I was the official keeper of the records for the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Burlington , \'errnont, Inc. 

... _, . l re, ·ie,\'ed the allegations conta ined in Plaintiff's complaint, answers to 

interrogatories and deposit ion testimony in this matter while I ,vas Chancellor of the Diocese. 

4 J n my official capacity as Chancellor of the Diocese. 1 ha,·e revie\\'ed Diocesan 

records relating to the operation of St. Joseph's Orphanage-Child Center. These records \Vere 

prepared in the normal course of Diocesan business matters and activities and have been 

maintained continuous!>· by the Diocese since their creation. 
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Tl\~ oman Catholic Diocese of Burlington'. ..!rrnont. Inc. was established b\' 

Pope Pius l:\ in 1853. Louis J. DeGoesbriand was consecrated as first Bishop of Burlin<rton ::> ) 

Vermont on October 30, 1853. 

6. In l 854 Bishop DeGoesbr iand invited the Sisters of Providence from Montreal to 

Burlington to establish an orphanage to care for children. the aged. and the poor They 

established St. Joseph's Orphanage which became the first Catholic school in Vermont . The 

Sisters of Providence later established another Catholic school and convent in Winooski in 1869, 

the St. Johnsbury Hospital in 189-1, and took over the operat ion of St. Gabriel's School for Boys 

in St. Johnsbury in 1928. 

7. The Ladies of the Immaculate Heart of Mar)· opened a Catholic school for 

children in Burlington in 1862. 

8. The Sisters ofl'vlercy, a religious order from f\fanchester. New Hampshire. arri\'ecl 

in Burlington to operate the Cathedral, a Catholic school, in 1874. They later established a 

convent in Burlington in 1876 with an accompanying school academy, Trinity College, a Catholic 

institut ion for women in Burlington, in 1925, and operated several other schools in :tv1ontpelier, 

Barre and lvliddlebury. 

9. The Sisters of St. Joseph , a religious order from New York. established St. 

Peter 's a Catholic school in Rutland in 1873. 
' 

Jo. The Sisters of the Presentation of Mary, a religious order from Quebec, 

established St i\'lary' s Academy in Island Pond in 1886 

11. The Sisters of the Holy Cross, a religious order from Quebec. established Holy 

Angels School in St. Albans in 1889. 
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. . 1-\ouse in Bennington in • 1_ , ., t,':lt P ~ 

12. Tl~ ~eligious Hospitalers of St. Joseph esta . :;hed the Fanny Allen Hospital. the 

first Catholic hospital in \ "ermont in I 89--L operated the Bishop DeGoesbriand Hospital from 

I 924 on, and St. Joseph ·s Home for the Aged since 1943. 

13 The Daughters of the Holy Ghost, a religious order from Connecticut. established 

houses in S\,anton and Granite, ·ille in 1903. and assumed charge of the Nazareth School in 

Burlington in 1943. 

14. The Daughters of Charity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a religious order from 

France, opened a mission house in Ne\,-pon and Sacred Heart School in 1905. 

15 The Sisters of the Assumption, a religious order from Quebec, operated St Paulis 

Catholic School in Barton in 1907. 

16. The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Felix established St. Stanislaus School in 

\\ 'est Rutland in 1924 

17 The Daughters of Charity of the J\'lost Precious Blood, a religious order from 

ltaly, established a foundation in Randolph, Vermont in 1947. 

1 S. The Congregation of Sisters of Notre Dame operated St. l\1al)1' s School in 

Rutland in 19-lS. 

19. The Discalced Carmelites were established in Williston in 1950 as a strictly 

cloistered. contemplative order. 

20 The Society of St Edmund established St l\'lichael' s College \'e rmonf s first 

Catholic college in Winooski in 1904. The Society also operated St. Joseph's No,·itiate in 

Putney, St l\ tary's Seminary in Randolph, and St. Ann's Shrine in Isle Lal\'lotte. 

2 J. The Carthusian order, a contemplative order, established a foundation in 

\\' hitingham in 1950. 
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?? Th" ongrega tion of Holy Cross establishec I .. 

o,·1t1ate House in Bennington in 

1952. 

?"' _.,. The Congregation of the !\·lost Holy Redeemer established a monastery and parish 

in Bradford in 1945. 

24 The Order of St. Benedict established a monastery in Weston in 1954. 

ln 1953 at the I OOth Anni,·ersary of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlinoton it 
~ ' 

was noted that in 1853 , there were only fi,·e Catholic priests in Vermont administering to twenty 

thousa nd Catholics Bishop DeGoesbriand was serving as a priest in C'leYelancl, Ohio before 

being consecrated as Bishop of Burlington in I 853. 

26. ln 1866, the Providence Orphan Asylum and Hospital of Burlington was 

incorporated by act of the genera l assembly of the State of Vermont. The corporation was giYen 

the sole and exclusi\'e care, guardianship and direction of the children with all the legal power of 

guardian oYer such child. 

27 . The minutes of the first meeting of the Providence Orphan Asylum, dated 

December 3, 1866. indicated that the original incorporators included the then-Bishop of 

Burlington . He occupied the position of .. e:\ officio'· membership on the board and presided at all 

meetings when present. However, it is clear that he presided at those meetings as a member of 

the body corporate of the orphanage corporation, not in any way in his capacity as the moral and 

spiritual head of Roman Catholics within the Diocese of Burlington 

28 On or about July I , 1879 the Sisters of Pro,·idence Asylum of Montreal quit-

claimed their interest in the real estate occupied by the orphanage to the corporation known as 

the Pro, ·idence Orphan Asylum and Hospital of Burlington of record at \' olume I 0, Pages 528 

d ~?9 of't he land records of the City of Burlington, \ 'errnont. an _ -
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29. l1i . 6, the Roman Catholic Diocese \\'as i. rporated by the legislature. The 

corpora tion \\'as created "fo r the purpose of recei,·ing, holding and managing any real or personal 

prope rty conveyed to this Corporatio n by deed. bequest or otherwise and for holding and 

conducting the same and the income thereof for the support of the gospel and the maintenance c;t 

public wors hip, or to procure, hold and keep in repair houses of public ,, ·orship according co la,, 

and for charitable, educational and cemetery purposes according to the regulations and canons of 

the Roman Catholic Church". At all times throughout its e.,i stencc this Diocesan Corporation 

was a separate non-profit Religious Corporation from the St. Joseph's Orphanage Corporation 

30. On or about June IS, 1962, the Articles of Association of the Pro,·idence Orphan 

Asylum and Hospital of Burlington we re amended to reflect a change of the corporate name to 

St Joseph's Child Center, lnc. The corporation ,,·as empowered to recei,·e any child for foster 

care and to provide for these children daily care and maintenance, education, health and ,,·elfare 

ser-:ices, spiritual and moral training according to acceptable modern principles of child care so 

long as these children shall remain under its care. 

3 1. On or about August 5, 1963. then Bishop Robert F. Joyce entered into a 

contract ual agreement " ·ith the Sisters of Pro,·idence in his capacity as Bishop of Burlington and 

president of the St. Joseph's Child Center corporation and Vermont Catholic Charities 

Corporation. This agreement establishes that " lt]h r supr eme auth orit y in financial and 

m;ina aemcnt affairs rests with the Board of Directors of th e Corp ora tion ownin g and 
~ 

operatin g th e In stituti on, of ,r hich th e Bishop of th r Diocese is ex-officio President, and 

th e Sister Sup eri or ex-officio a member; the official name of which is ST. JOSEPH 'S 

CHILD CENT ER, I.\ C. (Chart er Amended December 19, 1962).'' 

32
_ On April tO, 1975. a merger occurred bet\\'een the St. Joseph's Child Center 

· d \ 'ern
10

nt Catholic Charities Corporation resulting in the dissolution of the St. 
Corporatton an ~ 
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Joseph ' s Child Ce. r Corporation Prior to this merger. tl 1t Joseph' s Child Center and The 

Roman Cathol ic Diocese of Burlington , \'ermont were separate and distinct non-profit 

corporat ions \\'ith separately elected Boards of Directors and separate staffs. 

33 On .-\pril JS, 1975, the Roman Catholic Diocese acciuirec! title 10 the St. Joseph·s 

Orphanage property by Warranty deed of \'ermont Catholic Charities, lnc., as successor 

corporation by way of the merger \Vith St. Joseph's Child Center, Inc., formerly known as The 

Providence Orphan Asylum and Hospital of Burlington. The Diocese die! not own, operate, or 

contro l the St. Joseph ' s Orphanage prior to 1975 . Today the building at 35 1 North .Axenue is 

known as the Bishop Brady Center and houses the administrative offices of the Diocese. 

34 . The following is a list of deceased priests who serYed at St. Joseph's Orphanage 

or otherwise bad an association therewith since 1936: 

Bishops 
a 

b. 

C. 

d. 

Chaplains 
a. 

b 

C. 

d. 

e. 

l\'lost ReY Matthe\Y F Brady, Bishop from 1938-1944 , died 
9/20/59; 

Most Rev. Edv-.:ard F. Ryan, Bishop from 1944- 1956, died 
11/3/ 56 ; 

Most Re\ Robert F. Joyce, Bishop from 1954 -1972, died 9/2/90; 

and 

]\'lost Re,·. John A l\farshall, Bishop from 1972-1992, died 7/3/94 

Rev. Robert Oe\·oy, Chaplain of St. Joseph' s Orphanage from 
1935 -1955 . died 3/4/55; 

Re,·. \\' alter F. J\·!iller, Chaplain of St Joseph's Orphanage from 
1958- 1959 and 1960, died 7/10/89, 

Rev. Roger Colleret, Chaplain of St. Joseph' s Orphanage from 
1959- 1960 , presumed dead; 

Re, ·. Joseph Carrigan. Chaplain of St. Joseph's Orphanage from 

1960- 196 1. died I I /2 I i90 : and 

Rev Emile Savary, Chaplain of St Joseph·s Orphanage from 
J 96 1- 196:?.. died 6!8/66. 
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D :tors of Vermont Catholic Charities IP' l 
a. l\ lsgr. \\'illi arn F. Cain. Director of Vermont Catholic Charities 

from 1939- 1950, died 12/27/65; 

b l\'lsgr. John Glancy, Director of Vermont Catholic Charities from 
I 950- 1957. died 5/13/76: 

Don Bosco Directors 
a Rev. James Hall, Director of Don Bosco from 19-lS-19-lS, and 

resided at St Joseph's Orphanage from 1943-1945, died 2/l 5/51; 

b Rev. Jo5eph Carrigan, Director of Don Bosco from 1948-1950, 
died 11/21/90 : and 

c Re\'. Francis Hickey, Director of Don Bosco from I 950 - I 95 1, did 
5/31/74 

35. At all times material to Plaintiff's complaint, the St. Joseph's Orphanage - Child 

Center ,\·as operated by the Orphanage Corporation and was staffed by the Sisters of Providence 

36 This Plaintiff makes no claim of abuse against any employees of the Roman 

Catholic Diocese nor is there any evidence of notice of any such abuse by others provided to the 

Roman Catholic Diocese. 

Dated at Winooski. Vermont this I 6111 day of No\'ember, 1998 . 

S ,,·orn and subscribed to before me 
this ! 61

" day of No,·ember, 1998 . 

~~~-~ 
Notary Public, Sta oftermoot 
l\'Jy Commission Expires: 2/10 /99 
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Community-Building in Uncertain Times: 
The French Canadians of Burlington and 
Colchester, 1850-1860 

By BETSY BEATTIE 

... the decade of the 1850s was a 
momentous one for the area's French 
Canadians, a period during which they 
evolved from an ill-defined cluster of 
settlers to a S•elf-conscious ethnic 
community. 

The 1850s in Burlington and Colchester were years of economic 
change and insecurity. New industries rose tentatively out of 
the dislocations brought about by the arrival of the railroad, 

the changing lumber industry, and the failure of the Burlington Mill Com
pany, which in 1850 had been the largest employer in the area. These new 
enterprises held out the promise of rekindled, redirected industrial develop
ment for the region, but by 1860 most of them were struggling just to 
survive. The financial panic of 1857 and the reduction of tariffs on tex
tiles further retarded growth. 

For French Canadians in the Burlington area, the future seemed even 
less secure. They had been entering Burlington and Colchester in sizable 
numbers since the 1820s and 1830s, and by 1850 totaled more than one 
thousand, the largest concentration of French Canadians in the state. While 
their numbers increased seventy-one percent across the decade of the 1850s, 
their overall economic status apparently declined, and the changing com
position of the population caused by the constant influx and outflow of 
residents added to the general sense of instability. In spite of these serious 
problems, the decade of the 1850s was a momentous one for the area's 
French Canadians, a period during which they evolved from an ill-defined 
cluster of settlers to a self-conscious ethnic community. In the course of 
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these years, they founded institutions of cultural preservation -a French 
Catholic church, French language schools, fraternal, and mutual aid 
societies-with assistance from some church leaders but mostly by their 
own motivation and efforts. 

FAITH REAFFIRMED: EARLY FRENCH CANADIAN RELIGIOUS LIFE AND 

THE FOUNDING OF ST. JOSEPH'S PARISH IN BURLINGTON. 

In the minds of the Catholic clergy in Quebec, it was axiomatic that 
those who abandoned their ancestral lands for brighter economic horizons 
in America would lose their faith as well . It simply could not survive 
transplantation to English-speaking, republican, and fiercely Protestant 
New England. Yet whenever a Canadian missionary or bishop visited the 
French Canadian settlements along Lake Champlain, he met French
speaking Catholics who welcomed his arrival and attended his services. 
As early as 1815, Bishop Plessis of Quebec and Father Frarn;ois A. 
Matignon came to the Burlington area and found about a hundred im
migrant settlers who not only greeted them with enthusiasm but even asked 
the bishop to send a Canadian priest on a permanent basis. 1 At that time 
all of New England fell under one diocese, headquartered in Boston, and 
the bishop there could not spare a priest for such a remote and sparsely 
populated part of his district. Instead, he arranged with the church 
hierarchy in Quebec for a missionary priest to come from Canada from 
time to time to minister to the religious needs of the Canadians living 
in the Champlain valley. Abbe Pierre-Marie Mignault served the French 
Canadian settlers of Vermont in that capacity for the next forty years 
and found "the people of that district very eager" for his visits. 2 Even 
when infrequently served by a priest of their own nationality, these early 
immigrants held onto their faith with tenacity. 

Bishop Benedict Joseph Fenwick, the second bishop of the Boston 
diocese, sympathized with the Vermont French Canadians' desire for 
French-speaking clergy. In 1828 he asked the bishops of both Montreal 
and Quebec if they would send priests to minister to their compatriots 
now living in New England. 3 But members of the Quebec clergy, fearful 
of the weakening of the French church in Canada, had little motivation 
to encourage more emigration by supporting such churches in America. 
For the first half of the nineteenth century they resisted sending 
Canadian priests to serve these Quebec emigres on a permanent basis. 
Some Canadian-born priests came as missionaries anyway, among them 
Father Zephyrin Levesque, who served French Canadians in central 
Massachusetts in the 1840s. 4 In general, however, the French Canadian 
Catholics in New England, under the jurisdiction of the American church, 
had to attend churches served by English-speaking clergy. 
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The French Canadians living in the Burlington area were no exception. 
In the early 1830s the first Catholic parish of the region was established 
with the building of St. Mary's Church. The priest appointed to serve 
the parish was Father Jeremiah O'Callaghan, a native of Ireland. 5 Father 
O'Callaghan did not ignore the needs of his French parishioners; he 
operated a parochial school for both French and Irish children and 
married and baptized the faithful of both nationalities. 6 On the other 

Bishop Benedict Joseph 
Fenwick, 1782-1846 

hand, he apparently looked with some scorn on the average French 
Canadian parishioner, especially those without money to donate to church 
collections. On one occasion, having received a Christmas contribution 
from Francis LeClair, one of the wealthiest French Canadians of the area, 
the priest commented to the assembled congregation, "Frank is a 
Frenchman, but not like the rest ; he is a gentleman." 7 Such remarks could 
not have won him much support among the Quebec emigres who 
comprehended the meaning of his words. 

The greatest problem for the French Canadians, however, was that most 
did not understand Father O'Callaghan's English, and he, in turn, 
understood none of their French. He could neither hear their confessions 
nor counsel them in their daily lives as the priests of the Quebec parishes 
had done. 8 Even the liturgical practices of the American Catholic Church 
were unfamiliar and unappealing. In an effort to remove some of the 
more "popish" pageantry and thereby reduce anti-Catholic prejudice 
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among New England Protestants, the American clergy had dropped cer
tain of the more solemn rites of the Mass such as the use of Gregorian 
chant. 9 It soon became clear to the French Canadian community that 
the establishment of St. Mary's parish did not satisfy their spiritual needs. 
Even the periodic visits of Father Mignault were not enough to curb their 
desire for their own priest and their own services. 

In the late 1830s the events of the failed rebellions in Canada brought 
two men to the Burlington area who offered to help these French 
Canadians obtain their first permanent French-speaking priest. Ludger 
Duvernay, the journalist, and R. S. M. Bouchette, a young lawyer, were 
both personifications of the belief that political liberalism and an abiding 
faith in Catholicism could coexist. They were anxious to help their 
Burlington coreligionists and, following their years as Patriote activists, 
were veterans in the skill of petitioning higher authorities. After St. Mary's 
Church had burned in 1838 and a new church had been dedicated in the 
fall of 1841, a group of French-speaking parishioners gathered on 
October 12, 1841, for a special meeting chaired by Duvernay. At that 
meeting, they "resolved to erect a church of their own and to obtain a 
priest acquainted with their language." 10 

Without the support of Father O'Callaghan and in the face of opposi
tion from Irish parishioners, the group agreed to send a petition, careful
ly worded by lawyer Bouchette, to Bishop Fenwick in Boston requesting 
a French-speaking priest. Sympathetic to their cause, Fenwick wrote 
Bishop Ignace Bourget of Montreal asking him to send a Canadian priest 
to serve the French Canadians of Burlington and the surrounding towns. 
For a time Bourget balked at the idea, even suggesting that Fenwick re
quest a priest from France rather than Canada. In February of 1842, 
however, he agreed and authorized Abbe Frarn;:ois Ance to come to Ver
mont. 11 Elated, the French-speaking community built a small church for 
its own use on North Gough (now Prospect) Street in Burlington, near 
the bridge to Winooski Falls. It was the first French Canadian church 
in New England. 12 

Neither the new church nor its priest lasted long. In 1848 Bishop Fen
wick removed Father Ance from his duties after the young priest had 
harbored three fugitives from Canadian justice, and Ance was ordered 
to return to Montreal. 13 Again the French Canadians petitioned the 
bishop of Boston, this time pleading that Ance be reinstated. Fenwick 
refused . Without a priest the church building was useless, so it was sold 
to a local businessman for use as a store. Reluctantly, the French-speaking 
Catholics postponed their plans for a separate parish and returned to 
Father O'Callaghan's church. 14 

In the spring of 1850 they tried again. That year Abbe Mignault, who 

II 
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still occasionally visited Vermont, brought with him another Canadian 
priest, Father Joseph Quevillon of Montreal. The arrival of a new priest 
from Quebec rekindled hope for a new parish. On April 28, a group of 
three hundred French Canadians held a meeting chaired by Abbe Mignault 
and drafted yet another petition to the Boston diocese requesting a per
manent French-speaking priest and a separate parish . At the same time 
they formed a committee to select a possible site for a church and chose 
an unused portion of the land deeded to St. Mary's parish. As in past 
years, the Irish protested. They did not want to lose parishioners, and 
they justly claimed that land deeded to St. Mary's Church was for all 
Catholics, not just those who spoke French. But by now the Canadians 
were determined to have their own church. They abandoned claims to 
the St. Mary's land and purchased another plot at the end of Gough Street 
where the church could easily serve the Quebecois of both Burlington and 
Colchester. 1 5 

Bishop John Bernard Fitzpatrick, the new Boston prelate, granted the 
request of the petitioners to build a new church, with Father Quevillon 
as its pastor, 16 and the French Canadian community devoted the sum
mer and fall of 1850 to raising revenues. French Canadian women in 
Burlington and Colchester were probably responsible for organizing 
church suppers, bazaars, picnics, card parties, and concerts to earn money 
for the church construction. 17 Meanwhile, the men demonstrated their 
skills as joiners, masons, and carpenters in building this symbol of ethnic 
pride. At the same time the project also gave fellow French Canadian 
craftsmen and store owners an economic boost. 18 The fruit of their labors 
was a brick and stone structure seventy-five feet long, forty feet wide and 
thirty feet high. 19 On June l, 1851, the completed building was con
secrated as St. Joseph's Church and dedicated to that first patron saint 
of Canada. 

The tradesmen, laborers, their wives and families, whose persistence 
and hard work built St. Joseph's church, did not realize it at the time, 
but their local achievement had far-reaching implications both for the 
American Catholic church and later immigrants. In founding a separate 
French church, these French Canadians had established the precedent of 
the ethnic-based or "national" parish. 20 Traditionally, parishes had been 
geographically defined districts, each of which was served by a separate 
church. Whenever the number of parishioners required it, the parish was 
divided into two or more units and churches provided for these new 
districts. St. Joseph's parish, however, served French Canadian com
municants from all around the Burlington area and competed directly 
with St. Mary's Church for parishioners. The lines of separation were 
cultural and linguistic rather than geographical. 
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In 1853 Burlington became the seat of a new diocese for the state of 
Vermont and Louis de Goesbriand, its bishop. Under de Goesbriand, the 
establishment of national parishes spread throughout Vermont and New 
England. A Frenchman himself, de Goesbriand was firmly committed 
to the concept of language-based parishes, believing that those who were 
taught religion in their native language would be less likely to abandon 

m 
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Parishioners constructed St. Joseph's church in 
1850-51 on Gough Street in Burlington. Around 1907 
the structure was dismantled and rebuilt on Flynn 
A venue where today it serves as the church for St. 
Anthony's parish. Courtesy of St. Joseph's Church, 
Burlington, Vermont. 

the faith of their fathers or to be converted to Protestantism. 21 Through 
his encouragement and the efforts of French Canadian communities 
throughout the Northeast, the founding of a national parish became a 
common occurrence; by 1890 there were seventy-four French-language 
parishes in New England alone. 22 The American Catholic hierarchy was 
not altogether enthusiastic about dividing the church into such ethnic 
enclaves, which seemed to place nationality above the Catholic ideal of 
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universality. However, by the late nineteenth century linguistic and cultural 
differences among American Roman Catholics were so great that at the 
Catholic Conference of Baltimore in 1889, church leaders could only in
sist that such national enclaves were "temporary expedients." 23 Mean
while, new Catholic immigrant groups from southern and eastern Europe 
continued the same pattern of parish formation that the small group of 
determined French Canadians in Burlington and Colchester had estab
lished nearly forty years earlier. 24 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF OTHER FRENCH CANADIAN RELIGIOUS AND 

CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS. 

National parishes quickly became more than places to worship in a 
familiar tongue. A parish characterized by ethnic homogeneity soon 
became the center for celebrations where the community could gather 
to share the traditions that had been part of their lives in the old country. 
In addition, the founding of a parish church led to the development of 
other institutions dedicated to both cultural preservation and social 
welfare. Between 1850 and the early 1860s, St. Joseph's parish in 
Burlington blossomed from a single church to a whole network of inter
connected social and cultural organizations. In the spring of 1854, less 
than three years after the church was consecrated, seven members of the 
Sisters of Providence, a religious order based in Montreal, came to 
Burlington and established an orphan asylum, which by 1866 housed 115 
children. In addition, they ran a tuition-free school for Catholic girls in 
the area. 25 In 1857 Father H. Cardinal came to St. Joseph's parish and 
supervised the construction of a brick schoolhouse to serve the needs of 
French-speaking boys and girls. 26 Until 1863 the priest relied for teachers 
on young women in the parish. 27 Then, through his efforts, sisters from 
the Daughters of the Heart of Mary came to teach in the parochial schools 
of the parish. 28 From that time, French-language Catholic education -
a cornerstone of survivance or cultural survival -was firmly established. 

Another social institution that the French Canadians established for 
themselves during the 1850s was a mutual aid society. Mutual aid societies, 
common to every immigrant group in the nineteenth century, were what 
Maxine Seller in her study of American immigration has labeled "American 
solutions to American problems." 29 The financial and psychological sup
port systems of old-world villages and parishes no longer operated in the 
unfamiliar and impersonal setting of urban America. Families were often 
far from the friends and relatives whose comfort and resources had once 
sustained them through lean or tragic times. To compensate for the loss 
of traditional community support, immigrants formed organizations that 
provided unemployment insurance for families out of work, sickness in
surance for the ill or disabled, and coverage of funeral expenses for 
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members who died. Monies collected from initiation fees, monthly dues, 
and fund-raising events supplied the revenues for the society. 30 In August 
of 1859, Burlington-area French Canadians established their first mutual 
aid society, La Societe Mutuelle de St. Joseph. 31 

The typical immigrant mutual aid society was more than just a source 
of social welfare, however. It also became an ethnic-based fraternal 
organization and a place committed to upholding cultural traditions. In 
1859, the Burlington-area French Canadians established another such 
association, a regional branch of the Societe Saint-Jean-Baptiste. Ac
cording to Robert Rumilly, in his history of French Canadians in the 
United States, the Burlington organization had a distinct nationalist as 
well as economic purpose and actively encouraged both use of the French 
language and preservation of Canadian traditions. 32 Its motto was "Out
side, English for business, but, at home, nothing but French." 33 

The Saint Jean-Baptiste societies in the United States patterned 
themselves after the original Societe Saint-Jean-Baptiste established in 
Montreal in 1834. 34 Members of the Burlington organization probably 
felt a special kinship with the parent organization, for its founder was 
Ludger Duvernay, the journalist who had come to Vermont and helped 
them establish their first French church. The original association, like 
Duvernay himself, was closely linked to the activities of the Patriote move
ment, but the Canadian society survived the disruption of the rebellions 
and afterwards became what its American counterparts also would 
become: an organization committed to preserving French culture in an 
English-speaking environment. 3s 

In America, and in the Burlington area, membership in organizations 
like the Societe Saint-Jean-Baptiste and the Societe Mutuel/e de St. Joseph 
also provided some valuable personal experiences for its male members. 
It offered opportunities for leadership and achievement for individuals 
whose experiences in America were often in positions of subservience to 
Yankee employers, landowners, and businessmen. In these societies, a 
factory operative could become an officer and exercise his executive talents. 
(For example, George Consigny, a laborer in the Burlington Cotton Mill, 
was elected president of the Societe Mutuelle de St. Joseph in 1869. 36) 

They also offered a place where immigrants from every stratum of the 
community could come together and share opinions on issues that con
cerned them all . From such discussions ethnic bonds were formed and 
a sense of political as well as cultural identity emerged. As this nascent 
political consciousness grew, it became what one writer has called "a con
stituency in search of a spokesman." 37 The leadership opportunities that 
Burlington's Saint Jean-Baptiste Society provided would eventually pro
duce spokesmen whose experiences in this smaller, more familiar setting 
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would give them the self-confidence to enter the Yankee-dominated world 
of Vermont politics. 

All the institutions that Burlington-area French Canadians established 
during the 1850s-a parish church, French Catholic schools and social 
services, mutual aid societies-worked in concert to build ethnic solidari
ty and to restore some of the cultural traditions of Quebec that earlier 
settlers had been unable to preserve for Jack of numbers or institutional 
support. Festivals in honor of saints or religious holidays became 
community-wide efforts with church sponsorship and financial and 
organizational help from fraternal societies. 38 On June 24, 1869, the 
Burlington Free Press described one such celebration, a procession honor
ing St. Jean-Baptiste, which included a parade of religious societies and 
marching bands, High Mass at St. Joseph's Church, and French language 
speeches in front of City Hall. 39 Moreover, ideals promoted by one in
stitution were reinforced by others, thus recreating to some degree the 
integrity of community that had been the hallmark of the rural Quebec 
parish. 40 Life in urban, English-speaking America was a radical change 
from anything the French Canadian from a small rural parish in Quebec 
had experienced before, bringing with it unique problems and rewards. 
The religious and cultural institutions that the French Canadians estab
lished helped to ease the transition to this new life for future Quebec 
immigrants. 

OLD INDUSTRIES, NEW STARTS: THE BURLINGTON-AREA ECONOMY, 

1850 TO 1860. 
The founding of Franco-American institutions and the reestablishment 

of ethnic traditions in Burlington and Colchester took place at a critical 
time in the lives of French Canadians, for these cultural forms brought 
a sense of stability in a decade marked by change. The Burlington area 
moved gradually and unevenly toward industrialization during the 1850s, 
causing an increasing demand for employment in some sectors of the 
economy and a declining demand in others. However, the gradual rate 
of growth, even in the healthier industries, was barely able to absorb the 
influx of new emigres from Quebec. 

As T. D. Seymour Bassett has noted, "Vermont industry was moving 
ahead on the eve of the Civil War, but much of it was moving one step 
ahead of its creditors. Insecurity was the keynote from the processors 
to the machinists." 41 The tenuousness of these industrial ventures derived 
in large part from their newness and from the uncertain economic climate 
of the decade. The region had weathered the arrival of the railroads, the 
decline of the native lumber trade, and the failure of the Burlington Mill 
Company; entrepreneurs had rebuilt existing businesses and developed 
new industries to fit the changing economy. By 1860, however, few enter
prises, new or rebuilt, were yet on a secure financial footing. 
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The most dramatic and most promising developments involved the area's 
lumber business. Not long after Vermont's timber resources had been 
depleted, two events occurred that transformed the nature of the lumber 
trade in the state. First, in 1851, the canal system that connected the 
Richelieu River with Montreal and the vast timber reserves along the 
Ottawa River was finally completed. 42 Second, in 1854 Canada and the 
United States signed a reciprocity treaty that established free exchange 
of natural products including "timber and lumber of all kinds."43 In such 
a favorable trade environment Canadian lumber businessmen turned to 
the populous and industrializing United States as their primary buyer. 
Burlington, with its excellent harbor and direct rail links from Lake 
Champlain to larger northeastern cities, was in an ideal position to be 
a major distribution center for their timber. By the end of the decade 
lumber shipping and processing had become the town's most important 
industry. 44 

Burlington's waterfront lumber industry provided jobs for many French 
Canadian residents in the 1850s. The city continued as one of the major 
lumber shipping and processing centers of North America until the late 
nineteenth century. Photograph c. 1875. Courtesy of Special Collections, 
University of Vermont Library. 

Lawrence Barnes had begun the trade when he shipped the first cargo 
of Canadian lumber to Burlington in 1850. 45 By 1860 woodworking and 
lumber-related industries employed 535 individuals. 46 In the interven
ing years, the community witnessed the construction of lumber sheds, 
planing mills and new wharves, all specifically designed for unloading, 
sorting, and dressing lumber. 47 This boom in processing and distributing 
lumber also led to the development of other wood-product industries, 
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such as chairmaking and the manufacturing of doors and wooden fur
niture. 4 8 Altogether, in 1860 there were twelve area companies that 
owed their existence to Burlington's revitalized lumber trade. 49 

Another boost to the region's manufacturing, particularly to its craft 
industries, was the construction in 1852 of the Pioneer Shops. The Pioneer 
Shops originally consisted of a single four-story factory, built on the water
front near the lumber yards, and a small separate structure that housed 
two 750-horsepower steam engines. Designed to support a number of small 
industries, according to Bassett, "at fullest occupancy it rented for $3,400 
to machinists, blacksmiths and manufacturers of wrought iron axles, 
matches, washboards, sashes and blinds , shoetrees and lasts, and 
chairs." 50 In April 1858 a fire destroyed the original structure, but three 
two-story factories rose in its place, and in 1869 the shops were again 
operating successfully. 5 1 

Even the textile industries of Burlington and Colchester were holding 
their own by the end of the 1850s, although the decade had been rocky 
for both the cotton and woolen mills . The Winooski Mill Company, which 
had employed only seventeen operatives in 1850 and suffered a devastating 
fire in 1852, rebounded gradually and in 1860 had a work force of sixty
two employees and an annual production of cotton goods worth 
$57 ,200. 52 The larger Burlington Mill Company, which had ceased opera
tion in November 1850, was bought by three brothers from Oxford, 
Massachusetts, who were experienced in the production of woolen fabric . 
They moved to the area and operated successfully until the textile tariff 
reductions of 1857 and resulting low prices forced them to turn from native 
Vermont wool to the purchase of Argentine wool. The imported fleeces 
were less expensive but often arrived matted with burrs, an obstacle they 
overcame by inventing a special "burr crusher." In 1860 the mill was back 
in full operation, employing 340 operatives and producing two thousand 
yards of fine woolen cloth each day. 53 

All around the region at this time were signs of apparent prosperity 
and development. Yet beneath the surface of activity was a shaky foun
dation. In terms of real economic growth, these budding industries were 
merely replacements for the businesses Jost in previous years . The 
Burlington Mill Company, for example, although growing, still had a 
smaller work force in 1860 than the four hundred operatives it had 
employed in 1850. The cotton mill had expanded its operations during 
the decade but was still small by textile mill standards and no competition 
for the larger cotton mills in southern New England. Even the small 
manufactures in the Pioneer Shops, although powered by steam engines, 
were still largely craft rather than industrial operations. Such small-scale 
enterprises would not be able to last for long in the face of bigger, more 
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mechanized producers who could manufacture similar products in greater 
volume and at lower costs. On the eve of the Civil War, only Burlington's 
thriving lumber industry seemed beyond the threat of serious competi
tion from larger companies. Perhaps the most telling indicator of the 
underlying tenuousness of the region's economy was the population which, 
from 1850 to 1860, grew from 10,160 to only 10,754. 

010 OPPORTUNITIES, NEw ARruvALs: THE FRENCH CANADIAN WoRK 
FORCE, 1850 TO 1860. 

U.S. census figures for 1860 in Burlington and Colchester reveal another 
important aspect about the area's population: its changing composition 
(see Table 1). When compared to 1850 census statistics, the 1860 figures 
reveal that while neither the total population of the region nor the Irish 
population grew, the number of French Canadians increased across the 
decade. The Irish population actually decreased slightly from 1850 to 1860 
as emigration from Ireland declined and many in Burlington and 
Colchester at mid-century moved on to places with more job oppor
tunities. 54 Meanwhile, native-born Vermonters continued to move away 
from the short growing season and uncertain economic situation of their 
home state to more promising farms further west or to growing cities. 
According to Joseph Amrhein "by 1860, 42% of all persons born in Ver
mont were living outside the state." 55 Only the French Canadian com
munity grew, its population increasing 71.2 percent from 1850 to 1860, 
as more children were born to young French Canadian parents and emigres 
continued to arrive from Quebec. 

TABLE 1 
French Canadian and Irish Populations of Burlington and Colchester 

(combined), 1850 and 1860. 

Year Total French Irish 
Population Canadians 

N % N % 
1850 10,160 1397 (13.8) 2453 (24.1) 
1860 10,754 2392 (22.2) 2327 (21.6) 

A review of the industries that were operating in the Burlington area 
in 1860 would suggest that many of the same types of employment available 
in 1850 still existed ten years later. Skilled labor, especially in construc
tion and woodworking, was still in demand in the lumber yards, in fac
tory construction, and in the Pioneer Shops. Factory operatives in the 
textile mills still accounted for about four hundred jobs in the area, 
although those positions had not attracted many French Canadians in 
1850. Certainly the wharves and railroad yards provided as many or more 
semi-skilled and unskilled jobs as were available a decade earlier. Given 
a similar employment pattern it seems logical to expect that French Cana-
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dians in 1860 would have made occupational choices similar to those in 
1850. 

Table 2 reveals a small but significant change in the employment pat
terns of the 1860 immigrants. While there was an increase in the number 
of French Canadians in both white collar and skilled labor positions across 
the decade, there was a decline in the percentage of French Canadian males 
who were employed in those positions. In fact, only two types of occupa
tions showed an increase in the percentage of Quebecois workers from 
1850 to 1860: semi-skilled and unskilled laborers and factory workers. 
The rise was not precipitous but does represent an overall decline in oc
cupation status for Burlington-area French Canadians. The increasing 
number of men working in factories is particularly telling because fac
tory wages, already lower than wages for unskilled labor in 1850, only 
rose 14.7 percent while wages for day labor rose a full 66.6 percent in 
the same ten-year period. 56 

TABLE 2 
Occupational Status of French Canadian Males in Burlington and Colchester 

(combined), 1850 and 1860. 

Type of Job 

Merchant 
Professional 
Small Business 
Other White Collar 
Skilled Labor 
Semi / Unskilled Labor 

. Farm Labor 
Factory Labor 
Personal I Domestic 

Service 
Total 

Number of 
French Canadians 

Employed-1850 
N % 
4 (1.3) 
2 (0.6) 
8 (2.5) 
3 (0.9) 

120 (38.0) 
135 (42.7) 
40 (12.7) 
4 (1.3) 
0 (0.0) 

316 

Number of 
French Canadians 

Employed-1860 
N % 
2 (0.3) 
0 (0.0) 

19 (3.1) 
4 (0.6) 

175 (28.5) 
293 (47.7) 

55 (9.0) 
60 (9.8) 
6 (1.0) 

614 

Another indication that the French Canadian community, while grow
ing in size, was losing economic status is the apparent rise in the number 
of family members besides the father who worked outside the home. 
Although the 1850 census did not include occupations of daughters, the 
overall trend revealed in Table 3 is clear: over the decade of the 1850s 
there was a sharp increase in the percentage of youthful dependents who 
held outside employment. 57 Sons in 1860 worked primarily as factory 
workers and day laborers; only five of seventy were employed in white 
collar or skilled labor positions. Daughters were twice as likely to be 
employed as mill operatives as in any other jobs, although four were 
tailoresses and one was a teacher. As a group, then, these young people 
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held the lowest-paying jobs where they learned no special skills, thus 
sacrificing their own future economic status to provide for the present 
material needs of their families. By 1860 only wives and mothers con
sistently remained at home, and dependence on child labor was on the rise. 

TABLE 3 
Sons and Daughters in French Canadian Families, Age 15 Through 19, Employed 

Outside the Home, Burlington and Colchester (combined), 1850 and 1860. 

Year Total Number Number Employed o/o of 

1850 
Sons 
(only information 
available) 
1860 
Daughters 
Sons 

Age 15 through 19 Total 

56 

83 
92 

10 

21 
70 

17 .9 

24.1 
76.1 

Given the increasing number of French Canadian families who needed 
the wages of several family members to subsist, it is not surprising that 
average family size grew during the 1850s. The average number of children 
in a French Canadian family in 1860 had risen from 2.8 to 3.4 children. 
For wives in their thirties and forties, years when the greatest number 
of children were likely to have lived at home, the increase is even larger: 
from 3.7 to 4.4 children for wives age thirty to thirty-nine and 3.9 to 5.1 
children for women age forty to forty-nine. Moreover, this increase in 
family size ran counter to the national trend for fertility rates for white 
women in the United States, which declined in the same decade. 58 

These statistical trends suggest that the decade of the 1850s was one 
of increasing financial hardship for the French Canadian community in 
Burlington and Colchester in spite of the employment opportunities 
available throughout the period. The reasons for the changing economic 
situation lay beyond the borders of Vermont in Canada. Throughout the 
1850s more immigrants had arrived in the Burlington area, and fewer of 
them came with special skills to offer. Economic and agricultural condi
tions in Quebec had continued to deteriorate throughout the decade as 
the shipbuilding industry collapsed, the wheat and potato crops failed, 
and the economic downturn of 1857 produced high urban unemploy
ment. 59 In such troubled times increasing numbers of emigres had left 
their homes not for the promise of better economic opportunity in a grow
ing United States economy but purely as a matter of survival. Any job, 
no matter how poorly paid, was better than hunger and unemployment 
in French Canada. 

Table 4 illustrates vividly the seriousness of the impact of new immigra
tion on the French Canadian community in Burlington and Colchester. 
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TABLE 4 
French Canadian Families Who Came to Burlington or Colchester Between 1850 

and 1860. 

Town 

Burlington 
Colchester 
Total 

Total Number 
of Families 

in 1860 

275 
141 
416 

Number of 1860 
Families Who 
Were Listed in 
1850 Census 
N % 

38 (13.8) 
36 (25.5) 
74 (17 .8) 

Number of 
Families 

Who Arrived 
After 1850 
N % 

237 (86.2) 
105 (74.5) 
342 (82.2) 

According to the census, less than twenty percent of the families living 
in the region in 1860 had lived there ten years earlier. These statistics must 
be viewed as suggestive rather than absolute because census takers in the 
Burlington area did not know French and wrote down French names the 
way they thought the names sounded. As a result, spellings of names varied 
greatly from census to census, and figures for families who remained 
throughout the decade may not include some families whose names were 
too dissimilar in the two censuses to be detected as the same. 60 Even if 
the number of ten-year residents is conservative, however, the disparity 
between the numbers of old and new families is still great. The newly 
arrived French Canadians outnumbered those more well-established in 
the area, and fewer of these new immigrants came with training in a specific 
craft. Instead, they began to swell the ranks of the unskilled and factory 
labor forces. 

Another factor influencing the composition of the Burlington-area 
French Canadian population was the out-migration of immigrants who 
had been residents in 1850. Table 5 completes the picture of the changing 
nature of the region's French Canadian community, because it presents 
the number of families who had lived in Burlington or Colchester in 1850 
but who left the area sometime during the succeeding decade. Again, while 
the changes in spelling of names probably have led to an underestima
tion, the trends are striking. Nearly three of every four families in the 
Burlington area at mid-century were no longer there in 1860. The causes 
of this exodus are not clear, but there are several factors that may have 
contributed to it. The completion of the railroad lines from Burlington 
to Boston and New York in late 1849 created an easy access to larger ur
ban areas with more job opportunities . Also, the instability of the 
Burlington-area economy meant an uncertain employment picture. Many 
immigrants may have left to find more steady work. By 1860 small enclaves 
of French Canadians had begun to settle in the industrial towns of cen
tral and southern New England, so the French Canadians of Burlington 
and Colchester had new choices for settlement where traditions and 
language were familiar and jobs more plentiful. 61 
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TABLE 5 
French Canadian Families Who Left Burlington and Colchester Between 1850 

and 1860. 

Town 

Burlington 
Colchester 
Total 

Total Number 
of Families 

in 1850 

186 
96 

282 

Number of 
Families 

Listed in Both 
1850 and 1860 

Censuses 
N o/o 
38 (20.4) 
36 (37.5) 
74 (26.2) 

Number of 1850 
Families Who 
Left Before 

1860 

N 
148 
60 

208 

o/o 
(79.6) 
(62.5) 
(73 .8) 

Geographical mobility, made easier by the railroad and necessary by 
the economic instability of the early years of industrialization, charac
terized French Canadian settlement patterns throughout New England 
in this period. Peter Haebler, in his study of French Canadians in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts, commented on the "migratory character of the French 
Canadian movement" and added that many expressed a "desire to return 
eventually to Quebec," a feeling that would have impeded the establish
ment of roots in any New England community. 62 However, to isolate 
the French Canadians as particularly "migratory" is to ignore the mobili
ty that characterized the entire American population in the middle years 
of the nineteenth century. Land in the West attracted New England 
Yankees; railroad construction kept many Irish and other immigrants on 
the move. As employment demands fluctuated, so did the number of 
laborers in any one place. In his research on the town of Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, for example, Stephan Thernstrom found that the Panic 
of 1857 caused the town's population to drop by more than one thousand 
persons, most of whom were manual laborers. 63 In fact, Thernstrom 
discovered that "of the 2025 families recorded in 1849, only 360 [or 17 .8 
percent] were to be found in Newburyport in 1879." 64 Geographical 
mobility was the rule, not the exception, in mid-nineteenth century 
America; the 308 French Canadian families in Burlington and Colchester 
in 1850 who had gone by 1860 were just part of a whole population on 
the move. 

• 
With new families arriving and others leaving throughout the 1850s, 

the composition of the Burlington-area French Canadian community was 
constantly changing. While the deepening crisis in rural Quebec forced 
greater numbers of emigres from Canada into the United States, the 
Burlington region, experiencing a decade of economic uncertainty, could 
not hold these emigres for long . As the composition of the French 
Canadian community changed, the nature of the community also was 
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transformed. The new Quebecois immigrants brought larger families and 
fewer job skills than the French Canadians had who were living in the 
region in 1850. Lower occupational status and more children meant a 
growing dependence of local French Canadians on the wages of several 
family members, a situation that forced more of them to leave the 
Burlington area and move to larger New England cities to find adequate 
employment. 

In the light of the instability of the region's French Canadian popula
tion, the immigrants' success in building their own church and parish in
stitutions is even more remarkable. The cultural cohesion provided by 
familiar religious practices, French-language schools, ethnic-based frater
nal societies, and revived traditions encouraged a sense of unity among 
French Canadian residents at a time when the economic conditions in 
Quebec, New England, and even the Burlington area fostered geographical 
mobility and disrupted the continuity of community growth. By the eve 
of the American Civil War, these institutions of survivance were well 
established in the Burlington area. By the end of that conflict, similar 
French Canadian institutions, patterned after those in Burlington, would 
appear throughout the Northeast, just in time to bring the comforts of 
cultural familiarity to a whole new group of immigrants arriving from 
Quebec. 
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1860, see Bassett, "Urban Penetration of Rural Vermont," p. 302a. 

"These population figures are based on a count taken from the 1850 and 1860 U.S. manuscript 
censuses for Burlington and Colchester of all the members of families having at least one parent born 
in Canada and who were French-speaking. To determine whether or not a Canadian-born person was 
French, I followed a series of steps. First, I determined if the surname was French , an Anglicized spelling 
of a French name (e.g. "Johndro" for "Gendreau") or an English translation of a French name (e.g. 
"White" for "Leblanc" or "Stone" for "Desroches"). Since there are English-speaking families with names 
such as "White" or "Stone," I then looked for a French given name such as Napoleon or Philomene 
among family members. If none of these procedures clearly determined the Frenchness of the name, 
I consulted a list of Anglicized names that appears in the records of St. Joseph's parish, the French 
Canadian parish in Burlington, to see if the name was included. This procedure, while careful, was not 
foolproof. When in doubt of the language of a Canadian-born person I assumed that he I she was not 
French-speaking, so these figures are underestimations. 

The count of Irish immigrants is also taken from the 1850 manuscript censuses for Burlington and 
Colchester and included the members of every family having at least one Irish-born parent. Families 
having a French Canadian father and Irish mother were counted as French Canadian; those with Irish 
father and Canadian-born mother were counted as Irish. 

" Amrhein, "Burlington, Vermont," p. 70. 
" Comparative figures on wage rates for factory work and unskilled labor are based on Amrhein's 

reporting of combined census statistics for 1850 and 1860 for Burlington, South Burlington, and 
Colchester. Because the percentages of change over the decade given for each type of work are figured 
differently (on annual wages for factory labor and on daily wages for common labor), the comparisons 
are inexact. Even allowing for the difference in measurement , one can assume that a 14.7 percent rise 
in annual factory wages and a 66.7 percent rise in daily wages for unskilled work represent a marked 
difference. See Amrhein, "Burlington, Vermont," p. 74. 

" There are no available statistics for employment of children under age fifteen in either the 1850 
or 1860 censuses. 

" According to Linda Gordon's statistics on fertility rates, the average number of live births for women 
in the United States declined from 5.42 to 5.21 between 1850 and 1860. See Linda Gordon, Women's 
Bodies, Women's Lives: a Social History of Birth Control in America (Harmondsworth, England: Penguin 
Books, 1977), p. 48. 

" Ralph Dominic Vicero, "Immigration of French Canadians to New England, 1840-1900: a 
Geographical Analysis" (Ph .D. dissertation, University of Wisconsin, 1968), pp. 105-106. 

• 0 Two of the most glaring examples of the misspelling of names by census takers were for the French 
names "Courbet" and "Niquette." "Courbet" appeared as "Kirby" in 1850 and "Curby" in 1860 while 
"Niquette" became "Neequith" in 1850 and "Nigget" in 1860. 

61 According to Ralph Vicero, in Massachusetts alone, six towns-Millbury, Southbridge, Webster, 
Spencer, Worcester, and Grafton -all had at least one hundred French Canadians in 1860. See Vicero, 
"Immigration of French Canadians to New England," p. 156. 

62 Peter Haebler, "Habitants in Holyoke; the Development of the French Canadian Community in 
a Massachusetts City, 1865-1910," (Ph.D. dissertation , University .of New Hampshire, 1976), p. 46. 

"Stephan Thernstrom, Poverty and Progress: Social Mobility in a Nineteenth Century City (Cam
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1964), p. 87. 

64 lbid, p. 168. 
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THE AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF 
VERMONT CATHOLIC CHARITIES, INC. I N ST, JOSEPH'S ORPHANAGE ARE 
INDICATED AND OUTLINED IN THE FOLLOWING EPISCOPAL DIRECTIVE: 

1. In 1939 by Episcopal Order all placements of children 
in and out of St. Joseph's became the sole responsibility 
of the Diocesan Director of Vermont Catholic Charities. 
This includes all financial arrangements with State and 
Town officials, parents, and guardians. 

2. Since investigations, made prior to placement, are 
made by the Staff of Vermont Catholic Charities the 
Director is authorized to work out with the Superior 
of the institution the programs within the institution 
which will best serve the needs and problems of the 
children involved. In the case of girls the complete 
program of . Domestic Arts is highly desirable. The Boys 
Program, especially in the older age group, should rest 
primarily with the Director. 

3. The Spiritual Life and Program of the students is 
definitely under the supervision of the Director. All 
priests and seminarians working in St. Joseph's, as 
far as the children are concerned, are under his direction. 

4. The Director and Superior should work out a system by 
which the Staff of Vermont Catholic Charities can follow 
the progress of their cases while . they are at the 
institution. 

5. The institution should keep all records of students 
which are considered necessary by the Director. 

6. Plans f.or isolation of incomin~ students and infirmary 
care of the sick at St. Josephs must meet the minimum 
requirements of the Director. 

/f) 
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Copies to: 

2. 

?. The Summer Recreational Program employing t h e 
use of seminarians for boys and outside volunteers 
for girls is under the supervision of the Director 
of Charities. 

8. All outside recreational facilities are subject to 
the Di rec tor. 

9. To meet the requirements and to qualify for Federal 
Food Grants it is necessary that menus and meals be 
planned in conjunction with the ·Direct o r who 
represents the Diocese in dealing wit h these agencies . 
Scru pul ous ca r e in this instance must be e xe rcised 
as it involves accounting for Federal money. 

10. Since the Director must report to the Diocese the 
exnenditure of funds collected in the Annual Drive 
ali major expenditures and all lay employees and 
wa ges are subject to the approval of the Director. 
This prevails in all Diocesan institutions receiving 
allotments from Catholic Charities Drives. 

11. To r educe overhead expenses and in the interest of 
economy t he Director of Vermont Catholic Charities 
is authorized at his discretion to make whole sale 
pur _chases for dry goods and foods for all Diocesan 
institutions receiving allotments from the Cath ol ic 
Charities Drives. 

Signed: 

Edward F. 
Bi shop of 

Chancery Office 
s ·upe .rior at St. Joseph ' s Orphan:;.ge / 
Dir ec tor of Verm ont Catholic Charities 

I 
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Tlii:S.E Diili::CTIG~£5 .::HOUiiD B.C: II IT.c:.R?ili::Tt.:i> E T TH~ ;rGHT OP THE 

OF Tlli: t'OL.i,Q·;HHG: 

1. The Social Worker should have access to her children within the 
Institution: First, through the medium of staff meeting with -the Sisters 
involved: second, with the individual student alone at such time and 
place as determined by the Director and Superior . This would include 
the class room in exceptional cases. 

2. Girl s' Pro gra m i s und er the direct sup e rvi s i O!l of t he Sist e r s . 
The Di r ect o r of Charities is empo~~ered to rnak~ recomnendations for this 
program and to provide volunteer workers, especially f or recreation, · in 
as far as the Sisters dee m advisable . In the event that volunteers have 
been placej at the Institution, with the consent of the Supe rior, the 
program should be carrie j out as planne,i. 

3. Boy Guida nc e Deua rtme nt. Th e BoJ Guid a n ce Dir ect or will have 
primary responsibilit:7 i~1 the disciplining of the bo;ys. To assume this 
r esponsibilit:7 h e must be cognizant of t he . disciplinary ¢easur e s imposed 
by the Sisters. Such rep orts on •discipline as he deemsnecessary should 
be available to him • 

.Assignments of boys made by the Guidance Director should be 
made in conjunction VJith the Superior. When the Superior is not available , 
in an emergenc:y, the assignment may be made directly by the virector . He 
shall be required to leave notice at the Superior's office of the assign 
ment . 

In general, this agre ement is intend ad to define the functions 

of both the Charity Jepartment and the Sisters in St.Joseph's Orpha~age, 

to the end tha t the Dire cto r of Charities and the Superior of the 

Institution may jointly est a blish a program for the best interests of 

the child r en . In the case of irreconcilable difi e rences both the 

Director and th e Supe r ior may have r ecourse t o t he Bishop . 

July - 1945 
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On June 11, 2019 James Forbes, Senior Policy & Operations Manager, DCF Family Services Division and 

Kate Lucier, Director, AGO DCF-Family Services Unit received a letter of request from the Vermont 

Attorney General’s Office.  The request included review and production of relevant Department records 

related to any past Department interaction or relationship with the former St. Joseph’s Orphanage in 

Burlington, VT.  This included any Department records regarding a provided list of named individuals 

who had been cared for as children or youth by the orphanage.   

The Family Services Division enlisted the assistance of Cynthia Walcott, retired Deputy Commissioner of 

the Division, to carry out the research necessary to respond to the request.  This report will serve to 

inform the Vermont Attorney General’s Office, and the Task Force, of the results of the research. We will 

report on the requested information and items individually, below. 

On October 16, 2020 this report was amended and reissued.  Initial research indicating that DSW records 

had been destroyed was later found to be incorrect.  While paper files had been destroyed, many of 

these had been first transferred to microfilm.  Found files are being made available in accordance with 

state statute to the VT Attorney General and to other relevant parties to include former residents.   

Question 1. “Any Department reports or files related to St. Joseph’s Orphanage. Specifically, reports 

that may explain the Department’s process for placement of children at the Orphanage; the relationship 

between the Department (formerly known as the Department for Social Welfare (DSW) or Social and 

Rehabilitation Services (SRS) and the Orphanage; and the Department’s role, if any, in the closure of the 

Orphanage. The Taskforce was made aware of a potential report or directive by DCF sometime between 

1970-1975 on the topic of disciplinary protocols at the Orphanage. The Taskforce was also made aware 

of a potential report around the closing of the Orphanage in 1975.”  

Response 1. The inquiry around this topic was challenging as the Department has re-organized twice 

since 1975. First, the Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services (SRS) was formed about 1975. 

The new department took over responsibility for child welfare services formerly delivered by the 

Department of Social Welfare. Second, the Department for Children and Families (DCF) was formed in 

2004.   The Family Services Division of DCF continued to deliver the services formerly carried out by 

SRS’s Social Services Division.  

The only records we have been able to locate which are responsive to the request are records related to 

the licensure of Vermont Catholic Charities, under whose auspices St. Joseph’s Orphanage was licensed.  

If the two reports or directives referred to in Question 1, existed at that time, they are not contained in 

the licensing record. No other records were found on site at the Department, nor did any Record Series 

at the Vermont State Archives & Records Administration (VSARA) suggest that they might contain such 

records or directives. 

The earliest licensing records we were able to locate are from 1969. The records contain applications for 

re-licensure (first annual, then every other year), the licensing report, and correspondence. There is no 

mention in the record of allegations of child abuse or neglect with the exception of a report of an 

investigation that was done by the licensing unit in 1986 concerning an allegation concerning child to 

child sexual abuse at the St. Joseph’s Group Home. There is no other reference to reports of child abuse 
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or neglect in the records, which almost certainly would have been investigated by the Licensing Unit, at 

least as potential violation of licensing standards.  

Appendix 1 contains a table that summarizes information contained in the records that seemed at all 

relevant to the present inquiry.  The only concerns outlined in the reports concerned the physical facility 

– in particular response to reports by the state fire marshal’s office. They are not mentioned in the

summary as they were not judged relevant.

The summary ends with the 1975 licensing report, as St. Joseph’s, as it was, ceased to exist in 1974. 

Vermont Catholic Charities (VCC) continued to be licensed as a Child Caring Agency (later called a Child 

Placing Agency) through September 2008. During the earlier part of that period, VCC ran the St. Joseph’s 

Group Home that was quite different in nature than the previous Child Center.  It was maintained in a 

separate building on the same campus.  

The licensing record reflects that over the years, the number of children residing at St. Joseph’s 

Orphanage got smaller and smaller. In 1969, there were 102 children placed at St. Joseph’s Orphanage. 

By 1974, only 28 children lived there.  

The file also contains a memo dated 1/4/1974 from Lyle McGinnis, social worker in the Burlington DSW 

district office to Enna Remick, supervisor of the Licensing Unit. Mr. McGinnis was the social worker 

assigned to the children residing at St. Joseph’s. The memo may be in response to a query from Ms. 

Remick. Mr. McGinnis says: 

“I find it difficult to judge just how well the individual needs of children are met at St. Joseph’s. In 

respect to physical needs there has never been any question in my mind that this need is met very 

adequately.  However, I have often questioned how well the emotional needs of children are being 

met.” 

Later in the memo, Mr. McGinnis says that to his knowledge no placements were made by DSW in 1973.  

Four children from 2 families were reunited with their families in 1973.  Both were families served by 

the Burlington DSW district.  

Mr. McGinnis lists all of the children currently placed by DSW, with their dates of placement, and their 

DSW district office. There were 23 children from 11 different families. None of these children appear on 

the list we received from the Attorney General’s office. 

Mr. McGinnis concludes:  “Frankly, I would not refer any child for placement if a suitable alternative was 

available and I think other workers in this district are of a similar opinion.” 

There is no indication in the Licensing Record that SRS played a role in the closure of St. Joseph’s 

Orphanage.  Rather, it is apparent that best practice had moved away from the placement of children in 

large institutions. When Ms. Walcott began her work with SRS in 1977, there were few large child 

welfare-oriented institutions left in the state. Children placed in residential settings were living in 

smaller group homes, where perhaps 9-15 children resided. In fact, Vermont Catholic Charities itself ran 

one such small group home on North Avenue, adjacent to the St. Joseph’s Orphanage building.  
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Question 2: Any records or files for the attached list of children who at one time resided at the St. 

Joseph’s Orphanage.  

Response 2: The list originally provided by the Vermont Attorney General's Office on 7/10/2019 

contained the names of 80 individuals who had been placed at St. Joseph’s Orphanage as children.  On 

8/2/1019, the Vermont Attorney General's Office provided an amended list containing 132 names. The 

amended list also contained information about the entry and exit dates for the children listed. This 

information had been requested by the department in hopes that it would aid in the location of any 

records extant. The department added one more name, in response to an inquiry from the Victim’s 

Advocate for the Burlington Police Department. All in all, this inquiry originally sought to locate records 

on 133 individuals.  

These individuals were placed at St. Joseph’s Orphanage from 1935 to 1970 for various lengths of time. 

In some cases, it was known that there was DSW involvement with the family. However, it is likely that 

many were privately placed by their families, perhaps with assistance from their parish priest. 

Initial research performed by Ms. Walcott and reported to the Attorney General’s Office in September 

2019 indicated that past Department of Social Welfare (DSW) files related to named residents had been 

destroyed.  This was later discovered to be incorrect when a separate query for an individual file revealed 

that some DSW files were still in existence.  It was later confirmed with VSRARA that the existing DSW 

file series in question had been transferred to stored microfilm, while the original paper files were 

shredded. 

AHS Records and Information Management Specialist Laura Carter, other VSARA staff, and DCF staff 

completed the review of over 500 separate microfilms related to DSW/SRS Record Series 58 spanning the 

years from 1949 through 1996.    This represented well over 500 hours of staff time.  The found files were 

uploaded to a state Sharepoint site and made available to both DCF and AAG staff for review.  DCF 

worked with the reparative process representative to make found files available for viewing in 

accordance with state statute by interested past residents.  This is ongoing at the time of this report 

submission.   

145 discrete names were searched.   This represented the original list of 132 names provided by the AG 

and included additional past residents currently active in the reparative process.  Of the 145 names there 

were 45 found files (31%).  During the process there was an additional 176 files found and recorded of 

individuals not named in the query.  These will be available if any of these persons come forward in the 

future.  In sum, 221 discrete past SJO residents were identified in the DSW record series.   

It is difficult to conclude if this cache of files is comprehensive of all DSW involved children who were 

placed at the orphanage over these years.  Some files may have not been transferred to storage; and 

others may have been included and sealed within adoption records.  It is notable, however, that the 1973 

Vermont Committed Child Study (summarized in Appendix 2) reported 108 children at SJO, 46 (or 43%) of 

whom were committed children.  Most former residents were not committed children, and therefor 

would have no DSW record. 
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Other information: 

As part of its research, DCF Family Services reviewed the 4 volumes Vermont Committed Child Study, 

published in August 1973 by the management consultant firm of Cresap, McCormick, and Paget, Inc.  

based on a study that firm completed in 1973. 

The complete study is available through the Vermont Department of Libraries.  The published study 

does not describe how the study came to be commissioned, but apparently it was at the behest of the 

Agency of Human Services. The volumes are as follows: 

Vol. Title 

I Legal Framework 
and Case Tracking 

Describes the five categories of Vermont children who could be committed 
to state’s custody at that time: 

• Neglected – committed by district court to the Department of
Social Welfare.

• Unmanageable -- committed by district court to the Department of
Social Welfare and usually placed at the Weeks School, a public
institution.

• Delinquent -- committed by district court to the Department of
Corrections and placed at the Weeks School, a public institution

• Mentally Defective – committed by the probate court to the
Brandon Training School, a public institution.

• Mentally Ill -- committed by the probate court to the Department of
Mental Health and placed at the Vermont State Hospital, which
then served children.

Profiles eleven children thought to represent typical children in the five 
categories.  

Provides an evaluation of services for each of the five categories. 
Summarizes recommendations for action. 

II Profiles of 
Children 

Provides a description of data collection methods and a statistical analysis 
based on a review of records, and pertinent interviews for a sample of 
children in the five commitment categories.  

Explores implications for the scope, organization and service delivery 
process for committed children.  

III Evaluation of 
Services 

Presents scope and method for the evaluation of services available to 
committed children in all five categories.  

Presents the result of the evaluation of services. 

IV Recommendations Presents recommendations on the following topics: 

• Legal Framework

• Plan for a Service Delivery System

• Development of treatment and placement facilities

• Agency organization and operations

• State-level planning and advocacy.
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Appendix 2 contains a summary of the key findings from each volume.  In Volume 1, case studies or 

profiles of eleven children in DSW custody were included. Two of the children, both characterized as 

neglected, had spent time at St. Joseph’s Orphanage. One has been privately placed by his parents; the 

other was placed by DSW. 

It is worth reading through the summary provided in Appendix 2, as it provides a window into some of 

the thinking of the time about various types of placements used for children in DSW custody. 

Interestingly, the consultants casted institutional care in a positive light and seemed to suggest that 

institutional care was under-utilized in Vermont.  In the decade that followed, however, Vermont moved 

more and more away from the use of institutional care.  



6 

APPENDIX 1 

Summary of Licensing Records on St. Joseph’s Child Center 

The table below summarizes information contained in the Licensing Records that seemed at all relevant 

to the present inquiry.  

The only concerns outlined in the reports concerned the physical facility – in particular response to 

reports by the state fire marshal’s office. They are not mentioned in the summary below as they were 

not judged relevant.  

The summary ends with the 1975 licensing report, as St. Joseph’s, as it was, ceased to exist in 1974. 

Vermont Catholic Charities (VCC) continued to be licensed as a Child Caring Agency (later called a Child 

Placing Agency) through September 2008. During the earlier part of that period, VCC ran a group home 

that was quite different in nature than the previous Child Center. (St. Josephs Group Home) 

Date Summary 

10/29/1969 DSW licensed Vermont Catholic Charities (VSS) as a Child Caring Agency. They were 
specifically licensed to “provide institutional care for children deprived by death, 
illness, divorce or neglect by one or both parents; to provide foster homes for children 
unable to adjust to group living; to direct and guide teenage boys, pre-delinquent, 
dependent  or maladjusted, and to provide placement in school employment homes” 
and other services, including adoption services. Expiry 10/23/1969. 

The licensing report indicates that children age 3 through grade 8 live at the center. 
There were 102 children placed (51 boys and 38 girls), most of whom had contact with 
family. 

The Center ran a school, grades 1-8.  Five children were attending outside 
kindergarten. All high school age children being served were at boarding schools. 

Sister Lorraine was the Mother Superior and was in charge of the girls’ department 
Under her were 25 sisters, six of whom were teachers.  Three St. Michael’s “college 
boys” lived in for room and board. They provided some “male figure” people. 

“Miss Markle” was “the social worker in residence”.  However, she had been away on 
educational leave for 2 years. She returned before 9/12/1969, having obtained her 
degree in social work. 

12/31/1969 License renewed for one year, expiring 10/23/1970. 

Nov 1970 License renewal. Purpose remains the same. At that time 91 children were in 
residence, including seven in the infant nursery who would probably be placed for 
adoption. There were five ages 3-5 years in a second nursery. Since the last report, 
eighth graders now attending Cathedral School. At that time, 27 sisters worked at the 
Center, under the direction of a new Mother Superior, Sister Madelene Celine, who 
came in June 1970. Sister Madeline had been placed at St. Joseph’s as a child.  There 
were nine social worker, seven of whom worked at the Center.  Miss Mary Markle, 
social worker, worked with children at the Center.  “College boys” from St. Michael’s 
College continued to reside there, in exchange for services.  
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Date Summary 

“St. Josephs’ Home for Children is meeting a need in our state.  Father Bresnehan is a 
very capable, modern-thinking person. He has a degree in social work and he knows 
the needs of the children. He has persistently updated the program in an attempt to 
meet the needs of children in group living.  Most of the social workers have their 
Master’s Degree.” 

Oct 1971 License Renewal.  There were 97 children in residence, including 8 infants and 8 
toddlers. The others were ages 6-16 years. As Cathedral School had closed, the 8th 
graders attended the on-site school, or were living in foster homes. There were 28 
sisters employed.  The Mother Superior had once again changed. Sister Lucille 
Laperrier was just about to begin her duties, and was not met by the licensor.  The 
social work staff remained the same.   

“Children are given good care here. Classes are small and sometimes special help can 
be given. If a Catholic family needs temporary placement to keep them together, this is 
an excellent placement for them. The social work staff are well trained and qualified to 
help pre-delinquent adolescents. Small caseloads make it possible to give concentrated 
help. 

With this many children in one building, however, there [sic] are somewhat 
regimentalized. There are favorite sisters who are close to the children and others who 
are busy with cleaning and mending. 

It is an institution, and of course children can be “forgotten” in institutions sometimes, 
unless careful, yearly evaluations and on-going planning is provided. The Dept. of 
Social Welfare has 44 children her at present. 20 of them have been here over 3 years. 
7 were placed there 2 years ago and 19 were placed there less than a year ago.  

This institutions is meeting a need in Vermont and if social workers or individuals 
placing children here consult with the supervisory staff and see children often enough 
so they do not become “institution” children, it can be a very useful placement.” 

The license was for 98 children. 

Oct 1972 The 1972 application for re-licensing contains a list of religious personnel working at 
the Center. The licensing report indicates that the professional social work staff were 
Joyce Corning (who worked with the aged), Mary Markle, Patricia Markle and Ray 
Syriac (who supervised adoptions).  There were 25 sisters working at the Center. The 
mother superior was Sister Lucille Laperrier. Brother Michael Jacques served as house 
parent supervisor for the boys’ program. There was 34 boys and 46 girls in residence.  
The license was for 90 children.  

Oct 1973 Lucille Allen was a new social worker working with girls at the Center. The same 
Mother Superior supervised 18 sisters acting as child care staff. Other sisters 
performed other duties. “Some of them are better with children than others and there 
are always favorite sisters who have a way with youngsters and others who are more 
rigid.  Caseworkers work with sisters in interpreting the needs of specific children.” 
There were six teachers, supervised by Sister Lucille Belval. Two St. Michael’s College 
students helped with the boys; one (John Brennan) lived on site.  
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Date Summary 

“There are fifty-eight children living at the Center. Twenty seven of these were placed 
there by our agency. Most of them have been there two years or over. This year (1973) 
we placed no children there. These are supervised by the Burlington district.” 

“The average length of stay is two or three years. Father Bresnehan does not 
recommend that a child stay longer than this.” 

As in the past, children had regular access to a pediatrician. Dr. Lucy, from the UVM 
Medical School, conducted a weekly clinic. Dr. Gerald McGinnis, psychiatrist, was on 
site 2 days each week, consulting with staff and seeing some children on a regular 
basis.  

“The Child Center has spaces for about a hundred children but has only 58 in 
residence. The fact that our agency is making fewer placements has caused some 
concern to Father Bresnehan. He is questioning whether our policy is now not to make 
institutional placements. I explained that the commitments recently have been 
unmanageables, over the age of twelve, which his facility does not take. . . . 

The fact that we have removed no children from this home in the last year makes me 
question the use we are making of the home, as I understand most of them have been 
there for two years or more.  I can see it as being a good placement in many instances, 
but not for extended lengths of time. 

I feel there should be more frequent staff meetings and that the sisters who actually 
do the day-by-day care should have some special in-service training. They should also 
attend staffings and know more about each child’s specific problems.” 

Nov 1974 The licensing report states that there was considerable change over the previous year. 
Only the northern end of the building was being used for children in residence. The 
numbers have been reduced from 98 to 28. The children were ages 9 – 15 years (16 
boys and 12 girls). The younger children previously in residence had returned home, 
been placed in foster care, or had been adopted.   The school had been discontinued; 
all children attended local public or parochial schools, expect two who were being 
tutored on-site. The Center was now interdenominational, rather than being 
exclusively for Catholic children.  

There were six child care workers. No mention is made of Sisters. The director was 
Mary Markle, who had been with the home since 1963. Social workers Ray Syriac and 
Lucille Allen provide some services. Dr. Collette and Dr. Young provided health care.  

“The resident program is more like large family rather than an institution. It is 
therapeutic, personal, and all health is given regularly and as needed. The total 
program is pleasantly structured and child care staff are more child development 
oriented than previously.” 

A staff list in included in the application for re-licensure. It appears that only 2 staff are 
sisters. Father Bresnehan is still the director.  




