
Vermont is beautiful; the sprawling forests and mountain ranges throughout 
t h e  e n t ir e  s t a t e  m a ke  it  u n iq u e . Ot h e r  s t a t e s  u s e d  t o  b e  like  t h is  b u t  t h e y w e r e n ’t  
co n s e r ve d  a n d  w e r e  t u r n e d  in t o  a ll cit ie s  a n d  t o w n s . Th a t  is  n o t  n e ce s s a r ily a  b a d  
t h in g , b u t  Ve r m o n t  h a s  m a d e  it  t h is  fa r  s o  w h y s t o p  n o w ? 

 
Ve r m o n t ’s  e n vir o n m e n t  is  ve r y im p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  s t a t e ’s  im a g e . Ve r m o n t  is  

ca lle d  t h e  Gr e e n  Mo u n t a in  St a t e . Th e  n a m e  w a s  t h o u g h t  u p  b y Fr e n ch  e xp lo r e r  
Sa m u e l d e  Ch a m p la in  b e ca u s e  h e  lo ve d  a ll t h e  g r e e n  m o u n t a in s  w h e n  h e  ca m e  h e r e . 
Th e  s t a t e  flo w e r  is  a  r e d  clo ve r . Th e  r e d  clo ve r  s ym b o lize s  t h e  s t a t e ’s  fa r m in g  r o o t s  
b e ca u s e  t h e  ca t t le  p r e fe r r e d  t o  m u n ch  o n  r e d  clo ve r  fo r  t h e ir  m e a l. Ve r m o n t ’s  s t a t e  
a n im a l is  a  Mo r g a n  h o r s e . Fin a lly, t h e  s t a t e  b ir d  is  a  He r m it  Th r u s h . It  is  b e lie ve d  
t h a t  t h is  is  b e ca u s e  t h e  He r m it  Th r u s h  h a s  b e e n  s ig h t e d  in  a ll o f Ve r m o n t 's  fo u r t e e n  
co u n t ie s . All o f t h e s e  h e lp  t o  m a ke  Ve r m o n t ’s  im a g e  o n e  t h a t  p e o p le  t h in k o f b e in g  
o u t s id e  a n d  e n jo yin g  n a t u r e . 

 
   Ve r m o n t  is  t h e  Gr e e n  Mo u n t a in  St a t e  a n d  if t h e  m o u n t a in s  w e r e  g o n e  a n d  
s h o p p in g  m a lls  w e r e  p u t  in , t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  n o  g r e e n  m o u n t a in s . I u s e d  t o  live  in  
Ca lifo r n ia  a n d  m y u n cle  w o r ke d  o n  a  la r g e  r a n ch . Be ca u s e  o f t h e  d r o u g h t , p o llu t io n , 
a n d  fir e s  t h e y h a d  t o  clo s e  d o w n  a n d  it  w a s  r e a lly s a d . An d  yo u  w a n t  t o  kn o w  w h y 
t h e r e  w a s  p o llu t io n  a n d  fo r e s t  fir e s ? SHOPPING MALLS THAT TOOK OVER THE 
LANDSCAPE. THAT'S WHY!! All t h e  fla t  d r y la n d  m a d e  t h e  w e a t h e r  ch a n g e  a n d  ca u s e d  
m o r e  h a r m .    
 
 Ou r  m a in  s o u r ce  o f t o u r is m  is  t h e  la n d s ca p e s  a n d  o u t d o o r  a ct ivit ie s , s u ch  a s  
s kiin g , h ikin g , s w im m in g , fo r e s t s , m o u n t a in s , a n d  b e a u t ifu l fa ll fo lia g e . At  m y o ld  
s ch o o l in  Mo n t p e lie r  w e  w o u ld  g o  t o  t h e  St a t e Ho u s e  a n d  h a n d  o u t  p o e t r y b o o ks  t o  
t h e  le a f p e e p e r s . Us u a lly a t  le a s t  10 0  p e o p le  w o u ld  co m e ! On e  ye a r  t h e r e  w a s n ’t  a s  
m u ch  fo lia g e  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  le s s  t o u r is m  s o  t h e  e co n o m y w a s  w o r s e  t h a n  u s u a l. 
 
   My fa vo r it e  t h in g  a b o u t  Ve r m o n t  is  t h e  w ild life  a n d  a n im a ls . We  g o  fo r  w a lks  in  
t h e  fo r e s t  a t  m y co u s in ’s  h o u s e  a n d  lo o k fo r  a n im a l fu r  a n d  t r a cks . Bu t  if t h e r e  w a s  
m u ch  m o r e  p o llu t io n  t h e  a n im a ls  w o u ld n ’t  b e  a b le  t o  s u r vive . Wh e n e ve r  I s e e  t r a s h  I 
t r y t o  p ick it  u p  a n d  s a ve  t h e  a n im a ls . 
 

Be ca u s e  o f a ll t h e  p e o p le  w h o  h e lp  p r o t e ct  Ve r m o n t 's  e n vir o n m e n t , like  m y 
g r a n d m o t h e r  w h o  is  o n  t h e  co n s e r va t io n  co m m it t e e , Ve r m o n t 's  la n d s ca p e  a n d  



environment are still unique and tourism is plentiful. If we do not work to sustain 
o u r  e n vir o n m e n t , Ve r m o n t  w ill n o t  b e  u n iq u e  o r  a s  b e a u t ifu l a n d  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  le s s  
t o u r is m .  
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