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February 14, 2020 

 

Matthew D. Hardin     

Executive Director  

Energy Policy Advocates 

 

By e-mail to: MatthewDHardin@protonmail.com  

 

Re: Vermont Public Records Act Request  

 

 

Dear Mr. Hardin: 

 

 I write in response to your Vermont Access to Public Records Act request 

dated January 24, 2020 and received by this office that same day. In that request 

you seek: 

 

“…all electronic correspondence, and any accompanying information … including 

also any attachments, a) sent to or from or copying (whether as cc: or bcc:) i. Nick 

Persampieri and/or ii) Robert McDougall, that b) includes, anywhere, whether in the 

sent, to, from, cc, bcc, or Subject fields, or otherwise, including also in any 

attachments, body of an email or anywhere in an email “thread”, i) @googlegroups, 

ii) docs.google.com, iii) drive.google.com, iv) dropbox.com, v) box.com, vi) SharePoint, 

and/or vii) sharefile.com and is c) dated from July 22, 2019 through the date you 

process this request, inclusive.” 

 

By letter dated January 29, 2020, this office invoked its right to additional 

time to respond.  

 

In response to your request, attached please find responsive documents.  

 

Additionally, please be advised that 19 records which may also be responsive 

to your request have been withheld as exempt from disclosure.  These potentially 
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responsive records are exempt from disclosure pursuant to 1 V.S.A. § 371(c)(5) 

(attorney-client communications, attorney work product) and/or 1 V.S.A. § 

317(c)(14) (relevant to litigation). These records include attorney work product and 

attorney-client communications (these include communications between this office 

and its state agency clients as well as communications between this office and its 

outside counsel(s) in State of Vermont v. 3M et al, Docket No. 547-6-19 Cncv (filed 

6/26/19); State of Vermont v. 3M et al, Civil Action No. 2:19-cv00134 (filed 6/26/19); 

In re Springfield Hospital, Inc., United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of 

Vermont, No. 19-10283; and In re Springfield Medical Care Systems, Inc., United 

States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Vermont, No. 19-10285). 

 

For time and costs associated with filling this request, please send payment 

of $61.15 to us at the address below. Checks should be made out to “State of 

Vermont.” Payment may be sent to: 

 

Robert F. McDougall, Assistant Attorney General 

Office of the Attorney General 

109 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 05602 

 

 

If you feel any information or records have been withheld in error, you may 

appeal to Deputy Attorney General Joshua Diamond via the above address.  

    

Sincerely, 

 

 

       

 

Robert F. McDougall 

      Assistant Attorney General  

 

 

 

Encl.  
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