
From: Farrell, Willa <willa.farrell@vermont.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:08 PM 
To: winters@epic.org 
Subject: RE: Vermont Public Records Act request, dated June 15, 2020 
 
Ben, 
 
Please find attached, in response to your request for records under the Vermont Public Records Act, the 
following: 

1. Excerpt of the manual given to Vermont Pretrial Services Coordinators that addresses pre-trial 
risk assessment, 

2. A copy of the Ohio Risk Assessment Pretrial Assessment Tool (ORAS-PAT) questionnaire and the 
scoring matrix, and 

3. A sample form provided to judges with the ORAS-PAT results. 

I hope this information is useful in the report you are compiling. When you finish it, I would be 
interested in seeing a copy. 
 
Regards, 
Willa 
 
Willa Farrell | Court Diversion & Pretrial Services Director | Attorney General's Office 
109 State Street | Montpelier | Vermont 05609 | 802-828-1360 | cell: 802-371-8375 

www.vtcourtdiversion.org 
 

http://www.vtcourtdiversion.org/
http://www.vtcourtdiversion.org/


 

Pretrial Services Risk and Needs  

Screening and Assessment Results and Recommendations 

 

Participant name: _____________________________________________ Date of screening: ______________________ 

County: ___________________________________     Incident number: ___________________________________ 

 

Screening for needs  
 
Modified Mini Screen for mental health (MMS) 
Further clinical assessment                   is indicated           is not indicated       
 
Simple Screening Instrument for substance use (SSI) 
Further clinical assessment                   is indicated           is not indicated       
 

 

Assessing for risk                                                                                                                                             not administered 
 
Ohio Risk Assessment Screening Pretrial Assessment Tool (ORAS PAT) for risk of re-offense and non-appearance 

 

Scores Rating                          % of Failures                         % Failure to Appear                     % New Arrests 

  0-2              Low                                             5%                               5%                                               0% 

  3-5              Moderate                                   18%                                        12%                                                        7% 

  6+                High                                             29%                                       15%                                                        17% 

Only Vermont Criminal History Information was used to validate. 

The assessment does not assess victim safety. 

 
 

Pretrial Services Recommendations 
 
_____ Referral to Tamarack Program 
 
As a Court Order: 
 
            _____ meet with the Pretrial Services Coordinator   
 
            _____ work with the Pretrial Services Coordinator to schedule an assessment with a licensed clinical provider  
                         
  

 

 

Pretrial Services Coordinator:  __________________________________ Phone number: _______________________ 

White – State’s Attorney / Green – Vermont Superior Court / Canary – Defense Attorney / Pink – Pretrial Services / Gold – Participant                                     August 2017 
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DOC Facility Guidelines 
April 2018 
 

PTSCs offer voluntary substance use and mental health screenings and risk assessments on Monday 
mornings and on Thursdays to people lodged in Vermont’s correctional facilities.  In the event a Monday 
or Thursday falls on a holiday, the PTSCs will go on the next business day.  
 

Pretrial service programs in Caledonia/Essex, Chittenden, Franklin/Grand Isle, Lamoille, Orleans, 
Rutland and Windsor provide this service.  PTSCs in these counties receive training as required by the 
Vermont Department of Corrections (Prison Rape Elimination Act and volunteer training) and the 
Vermont Attorney General’s Office.  
 

According to Vermont law, the objective of a pretrial risk assessment is to provide information to 
the court for the purpose of determining whether a person presents a risk of nonappearance or a risk of 
re-offense so the court can make an appropriate order concerning bail and conditions of pretrial release.  
The objective of a needs screening is to obtain a preliminary indication of whether a person has 
substantial substance use or mental health issue that would warrant a subsequent court order for a 
more detailed clinical assessment. (13 V.S.A. § 7554c) 
 
Screening and assessment tools: 

1. ORAS pretrial risk assessment 
2. Mini modified screening for mental health 
3. Simple screening for substance use 

 
Facility rules: 

• Lock and leave all personal items in your vehicle.  
• Leave any pens that “click”, paperclips, binder clips, staples and bags in your vehicle.  
• Leave in your vehicle, or be prepared to leave in a locker, cell phones, smart watches and any 

other electronic devices.  
• Provide your government issued, non-expired photo ID to obtain a visitor’s badge.  
• Sign in on the visitors list. 
• Dress appropriately. DOC’s guidance says “dress modestly”. Wear closed-toed shoes and do not 

wear a hat.  
• For more guidance go to: http://doc.vermont.gov/information-for-inmate-families-and-

friends/state-wide-rules-for-visitation/view. Some of the information may not be relevant. 
 
Behavior guidance: 

• Keep an arm’s distance away from the defendant. 
• Do not touch the defendant.  This includes handshakes.  

 
Suggested introduction: 

• Say your first name and that you work for pretrial services in *** county.  
• Tell the defendant that you are here to offer a voluntary screening that you will provide only the 

results (level of likelihood that they will appear at court and if mental health or substance use 
treatment support is indicated) to the court, the prosecutor and their attorney. 

• If they begin to share information about their alleged crime, be clear that you do not need that 
information from them and encourage them to speak with their attorney.  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/13/229/07554c
http://doc.vermont.gov/information-for-inmate-families-and-friends/state-wide-rules-for-visitation/view
http://doc.vermont.gov/information-for-inmate-families-and-friends/state-wide-rules-for-visitation/view
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• If it seems appropriate, you can state that sometimes the screenings lead to a Court Order for 
them to work with Pretrial Services which includes connecting with the most appropriate 
treatment and other supportive services in their community.  

 
When the screening and assessment is completed: 

• Ensure that the county PTSC and prosecutor where the alleged crime occurred receive a copy of 
the screening and assessment results electronically by 10:00 a.m.  

• It is the responsibility of the PTSC in the county where the crime occurred to provide copies to 
the Court and the defense attorney.   

• Do not use the recommendations section of the screening and assessment results form.  PTS is 
not in a position to make recommendations about a referral to Diversion, Tamarack or Pretrial 
Services Monitoring at this time because of a lack of information about the alleged crime, the 
lack of information about a person’s history and because by statute PTS does not ask why 
someone is lodged.  

 
Concerns in the facility: 
If you have concerns about something that has happened in the facility, talk with your supervisor right 
away.  If your supervisor is not available and you would like immediate support, please contact the 
Pretrial Services Operation Director.  
 
 
  



Pretrial Services Manual ♦ September 2018  Page 30 of 92 

Risk and Needs Screening and Assessment Results and Recommendations Form 
May 2018 

Pretrial Services Risk and Needs Screening and Assessment  
Results and Recommendations 

 

Defendant name __________________________________________ Date of birth  _____/_____/_____ 
County _______________________________________________ Date of screening _____/_____/_____ 

Screening for needs  
 
Modified Mini Screen for mental health (MMS) 
Further clinical assessment                   is indicated           is not indicated       
 
Simple Screening Instrument for substance use (SSI) 
Further clinical assessment                   is indicated           is not indicated       
 
Screenings were administered in       the community    a Vermont correctional facility 
 

 

Assessing for risk of non-appearance                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                
not administered 
Ohio Risk Assessment Screening Pretrial Assessment Tool (ORAS PAT)  

 

Scores           Rating                          % of Failures                         % Failure to Appear                    
 % New Arrests 

  0-2              Low                                             5%                               5%                                              
 0% 

  3-5              Moderate                                   18%                                        12%                                                        
7% 

  6+                High                                             29%                                       15%                                                        
17% 

Only Vermont Criminal History Information was used to validate. 

This assessment was administered in a Vermont correctional facility. 

The assessment does not assess victim safety. 
 

Pretrial Services Recommendations 
 
As a Court Order: 
 
_____ Participate in a clinical assessment by a substance use treatment provider and follow the 
recommendations of the provider 
_____ Participate in a clinical assessment by a mental health treatment provider and follow the 
recommendations of the provider 
_____ Engage in pretrial services 
Pretrial services coordinators do not provide recommendations when screenings/assessments are 
administered in a correctional facility.  
 

 
Pretrial Services Coordinator (print name) ____________________________ Phone _______________ 
 

White – State’s Attorney / Green – Vermont Superior Court / Canary – Defense Attorney / Pink – Pretrial Services / Gold – Participant  
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Ohio Risk Assessment Pretrial Assessment Tool (ORAS-PAT) 
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