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Eurasian Watermilfoil in Lake Champlain 

 

 You might know that eurasian watermilfoil, also known as just milfoil, is a species of 

freshwater aquatic plant. Milfoil is non-native, and an aggressive plant that invades lakes and 

spreads prolifically, killing other plants and making it difficult to swim, fish and boat. Milfoil 

hurts activities that people in Vermont enjoy. Removing milfoil will take work, money and time 

as there is milfoil all over beautiful Lake Champlain.  

 

Removing milfoil from Lake Champlain will take lots of work. To get rid of the milfoil 

we will have to rake or sein it from Lake Champlain, seining is where multiple people use a big 

net to capture multiple fish at once (or in this case milfoil). Unfortunately milfoil will re-

establish from any last root or fragments. Raking or seining the milfoil will take multiple  people 

to drag the rakes or to sein out the milfoil. Chemical herbicides will take a lot of work to apply 

too. To apply the chemical herbicides we must spray or spread them across the lake.   

 

Removing milfoil from Lake Champlain will also cost a lot of money. One thing we 

could do is not remove milfoil, but to monitor its growth. Monitoring its growth would be less 

work, but it would cost a lot of money. To monitor its growth we could use chemical herbicides 

to monitor the growth of milfoil. Using chemical herbicides can cost from $200 to $2,000 per 

acre, that's $54,200,000 to $542,000,000 to cover the entire Lake Champlain! Also 

professionally contracted mechanical harvesting (professional raking) can cost from $300 to 600 



per acre, and that’s $81,300,000 to $162,600,000 to rake all of Lake Champlain! 

 

Removing milfoil from Lake Champlain will also take a lot of time. Raking or seining 

milfoil out of Lake Champlain will take time. No one knows for sure how much time it will take. 

The time it will take can vary because of the amount of people needed to rake or sein out the 

milfoil. Another variable is the amount of land that can be raked. The rakes can not go deeper 

than around 20 - 25 feet. The depth of Lake Champlain can vary from 1 foot to almost 400 feet 

deep! 

 

In conclusion, removing eurasion watermilfoil will take time, work and a lot of money. 

Using chemical herbicides will cost “boat loads” of money and raking or seining it out will take 

a lot of work. But milfoil is hurting a lot of activities we love to do, and it will until we get rid of 

it. 

 

 




