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Jay and the Ocean 
 

Jay was 17 years old when he moved to Miami, Florida. He lived right next to the 
beach. Jay was also an athlete. He played baseball, football and hockey. His family 
moved to Florida so he could play baseball and football year round. He also loved 
swimming and watched swimming in the olympics. After baseball tryouts he went to the 
beach to take a swim. When he got out he noticed how much trash was in the ocean. 
He was disgusted by how much trash there was. Jay ran inside to tell his mom how 
much trash was in there.  
 
 At school he wanted to do a project on it, but his social studies teacher didn't let 
him. Jay asked if he could take his computer home and after his homework was all done 
could he work on it. His teacher agreed and told him only after his homework was done 
with a firm sound in his voice. He went home and finished his homework quickly. It took 
him 2 weeks to finish his project. He asked his teacher if he could share his project and 
the teacher said yes. Two days later he gave his presentation.  
 

“There is too much trash in the ocean, about 5.2 trillion pieces of plastic debris in 
the ocean, and a mass of 269,000 tons float in the ocean. And why do people do this?  
Well I’ll get to that in a moment. But first let’s talk about how this is harming animals. 
Sea turtles and sea animals are getting harmed, plastic pack rings are around turtles 
necks…” Jay went on with his presentation. One of his friends was recording the whole 
thing and posted it on Youtube. 
 
 The video that Jay's friend posted went viral and after a month or two the plastic 
in the ocean rate went down. People saw his presentation and did what he wanted them 
to do. Jay inspired many people to do their own projects. Jay made many more on 
different things like why people cut down too many trees and why many of the animals 
that live in the jungle and the rain forests are dying and many other things. But his 
favorite thing about the whole thing is that whenever he went for a swim there was no 
trash and no pollution.  
 
 One day before school, Jay got a call from the president. 

 “What! I won person of the year?! That’s incredible!” Jay said excitedly. A week 
later Jay got to go to D.C. and meet the president himself. Jay was able to bring a few 
of his friends and his family. They stayed in a really nice hotel. When the time came to 
talk to the president he mostly mentioned how proud he was that his project went out to 



everyone. He shared more of what he learned and even things he didn’t mention in any 
of his projects. He let his family talk. They said how proud they were of him. Jay went 
home and knew that he did a good job.  
 
 

Authors note/purpose 
 

I wrote this story specifically to tell people that a kid can change the way people 
think about the world and see that throwing trash in the ocean and any water in 
general is very bad. Jay doesn’t want to swim in water that has garbage in it. His 
friend knows what he is doing is right and wants to make sure that he is heard. 
Jay woke up and checked his phone and the video went viral. He loves writing 
about the environment so he decides to write more about the world. Jay gets 
happier and wins person of the year. But Jay is just happy that he made it so 
people stopped throwing trash in the water. This is why I wrote this story. 
-Eli   
 


